
City of Newburgh Council Work Session
Sesion de trabajo del Concejal de la

Ciudad de Newburgh
February 21, 2019

6:00 PM

Council Meeting Presentations

1. Executive Session
Proposed, pending or current litigation
 
 Litigación propuesta, pendiente o actual
 

2. Public Hearing - proposed local law adding Chapter 276, Article II "Smoking,
Outdoor"
A public hearing will be held on Monday, February 25, 2019 to hear public
comment on the proposed local law amending Chapter 276 "Tobacco" to add
Article II "Smoking, Outdoor"
 
Se llevara a cabo una audiencia pública el Lunes, 25 de febrero de 2019
para escuchar comentarios públicos  sobre la Ley Local propuesta
enmendando Capitulo 276 “Tabaco” para agregar Artículo II “Fumando, al
aire libre”
 

Work Session Presentations

3. A Presentation from Central Hudson regarding the Gas Main Replacement
Project from Central Hudson
Thomas Palmer, Superintendent Gas T & D from Central Hudson Gas &
Electric.  
 
Thomas Palmer, Superintendente de Gas T y D de Central Hudson Gas y
Electricidad. 
 

4. A Presentation by Victor Cornelius regarding Municipal Grant/Loan Financing
Una presentación por Victor Cornelius con respecto a Subvenciones
Municipales/financiamiento de prestamos

Engineering/Ingeniería

5. Washington Lake Dam Spillway Reconstruction SEQRA Determination
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Newburgh assuming lead agency
status under the State Environmental Quality Review Act for the Washington
Lake Dam Spillway Improvements Project, declaring the Project to be a Type
II action, finding no significant adverse impact on the environment and



authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute all SEQRA documents. 
(Jason Morris)

Finance/Finanza

6. Proposal For Services - O'Connor Davies
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a letter agreement
between the City of Newburgh and PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP for
additional auditing services for fiscal years ending December 31, 2017 and
December 31, 2018 at a cost of $6,000.00.  (Todd Venning)

Water Department/ Departamento de Aqueductos

7. Proposal for Engineering Services
A Resolution accepting a proposal and authoizing the Interim City Manager to
execute an addendum to the contract with Arcadis of New York, Inc.  for
Professional Engineering Services to Perform a Desktop Corrosion Control
Study for the Water Plant SCADA Improvements Project in an amount not to
exceed $25,000.00.  (Wayne Vradenburgh) 

Planning and Economic Development/Planificación y Desarrollo Económico

8. Update on Code Enforcement/ Distressed Property Ongoing Grants
(Ali Church) 
 

9. Purchase of 144 Johnston Street
Resolution to authorize the conveyance of real property known as 144
Johnston Street (Section 18, Block 3, Lot 41) at private sale to Lawrence D.
Smith for the amount of $7,200.00.  (Ali Church)

10. 104-106 William Street -- Satisfactions of Mortgage
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute satisfactions in
connection with two mortgages issued to Christopher Gershel for the
premises located at 104-106 William Street (Section 44, Block 2, Lot 13) 
(Michelle Kelson) 

11. Release of Covenants - 15 Liberty Street
Resolution authorizing the execution of a Release of Restrictive Covenants
and Right of Re-Entry from a deed issued to John Bonhomme, Jr. and John
Bonhomme, Sr., to the premises known as 15 Liberty Street (Section 45,
Block 5, Lot 15)  (Michelle Kelson) 

12. Release of Covenants - 35 Concord Street
Resolution authorizing the execution of a Release of Restrictive Covenants
and Right of Re-Entry from a deed issued to Lawrence D. Smith to the
premises known as 35 Concord Street (Section 29, Block 1, Lot 16) 
(Michelle Kelson)

Grants/Contracts/Agreements / Becas /Contratos/Convenios

13. STOP DWI Program March 2019 - Jan 2020
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager or the Police Chief as



Manager's designee to execute an inter-municipal agreement with the County
of Orange confirming City of Newburgh participation in the Stop-DWI
Program for the enforcement period of March 15, 2019 to January 1, 2020
and to accept an award not to exceed $3,735.00 covering 70 person-hours for
the first enforcement period of 2019 (March 15, 2019 – May 29, 2019) (Chief
Solomon) 

14. New York Industries for the Disabled - Custodial Services
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a contract with the
New York State Industries for the Disabled, Inc. to provide custodial services
for City owned buildings located at 55 Broadway and 123 Grand Street for the
period of September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019 at a total cost of 
$113,392.08.  (George Garrison) 

15. Apply for and Accept if Awarded Zombies 2.0 Grant from LISC
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to apply for and accept if
awarded a grant from the Office of the New York State Attorney General
through Local Initiatives Support Corporation Zombie and Vacant Properties
Remediation and Prevention Initiative Round 2 in an amount not to exceed
$200,000.00 to retain the Neighborhood Stabilization Coordinator position and
to train the Code Enforcement staff.  (Ali Church) 

16. Agreement with BOCES for Archival Storage
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to enter into an agreement
with Orange-Ulster BOCES for the storage of archived municipal records.  (Ali
Church)

17. License Agreement - Mountain Valley Guides
Resolution authorizing the Interim City Manager to execute a license
agreement with Mountain Valley Guides LLC for access to an use of the
Washington Street Boat Launch and Unico Park to provide kayak rentals and
tours.  (Ali Church) 

Resolutions of Support/ Resoluciones de Apoyo

18. Appointing 2 members to the Human Rights Commission
A Resolution Appointing Members to the City of Newburgh Human Rights
Commission.  

Old Business Discussion/ Discusion de Negocios Viejos

19. Danskammer Fracked Gas Plant Expansion
Resolution of the City Council of the City of Newburgh to oppose the
proposed Danskammer Fracked Gas Plant Expansion . 

















 Endeavor Municipal Development, Inc. 

P.O. Box 187 

Germantown, NY 12526 

518-697-0437/518-334-2710 cell 

VictorCornelius@aol.com 

 

 

Awarded Grants and Subsidized Loans Written by Endeavor, Inc.: 

 

2018: 

City of Poughkeepsie 

$1,200,000 grant for the ‘greening’ of Academy St. and Liberty St. parking lots.  Funding 

is provided through the NYState Green Innovation Grant Program. 

 

$4,500,000 30-year 0% loan for resolution of Combined Sewer issues in the city core of 

the City of Poughkeepsie.  Funding is delivered through the NYS Environmental 

Facilities Corporation, additional grants pending. 

 

Town of Poughkeepsie 

$11,320,000 30-year loan with $2,700,000 in federal interest rate subsidies for the 

replacement of the waste water collections system at the former Hudson River 

Psychiatric Hospital site.  NYS EFC financing, additional grants pending.  

 

 

2017: 

City of Poughkeepsie 

$1,150,000 grant for the replacement of the Garden St. Bridge.  Funding is provided by 

the Dutchess County Transportation Council through its federal Department of 

Transportation Block Grant. 

 

Town of Southeast: 

$400,000 Bridge NY Grant for the replacement of Welfare Rd. culvert. 

 

 

2016: 

City of Poughkeepsie 

$11,256,000 30-year 0% loan for improvements to the City’s Waste Water Treatment 

Plant, Pump Station and Collections System plus a $2,850,000 grant from Governor 

Cuomo’s Infrastructure Fund to further offset the capital cost of the project. 

 

Town of Carmel 

$100,000 for maintenance of ‘Zombie Homes’ within the municipality from the NYState 

Attorney General’s Office. 

 

mailto:VictorCornelius@aol.com


Village of Mastic Beach:  

Repurposing of $1.3 million DASNY grant to support design and construction of 

infrastructure for Village of Mastic Beach.  This project will provide design and 

permitting and Phase 1 construction of water and waste water infrastructure as well as 

boardwalks and waterfront recreational amenities to the Village’s proposed Eco-

Tourism waterfront. 

 

 

2015: 

Dutchess County 

$641,211 GIVE (Gun Involved Violence Elimination) grant for prevention/mitigation of 

gun violence issues predominantly involving the central business district of the City of 

Poughkeepsie. 

 

City of Poughkeepsie 

$11,688,000 30-year, 0% loan for a new drinking water reservoir and distribution line 

improvements, plus a $2,000,000 grant from Governor Cuomo’s Infrastructure Fund to 

further offset the capital cost of the project. 

 

East Fishkill: 

$647,000 DEC Water Quality Improvement Fund Grant for Hillside Lake storm water 

mitigation technology. 

 

Village of Schoharie: 

$300,000 Empire State Development Grant for stabilization and adaptive re-use of the 

historic Parrott House on Main St. 

 

 

2014: 

Village of Wappingers Falls 

Renegotiation of interest rate on 2011 EFC financing for the Village’s water treatment 

facility, providing the municipality $975,000 in federal EPA interest payment grant 

funds. 

 

A $699,000 federally-funded Transportation Alternatives Program grant for installation 

of pedestrian safety enhancements in the Village’s traditional commercial core. 

 

Town of Hillsdale: 

$755,000 federally-funded Transportation Enhancement Program grant for installation of 

sidewalks in the Town’s hamlet core. 

 

 

 



Village of Schoharie: 

$3,800,000 FEMA grant for design and reconstruction of Spring Brook storm water 

management systems. 

 

 

2013: 

Village of Wappingers Falls: 

$14,500,000 federally subsidized 30-year (0% interest) loan for the mediation of inflow 

and infiltration issues to the Village’s waste water collections system. 

 

$347,000 in New York State Department of State Brownfields funding for planning 

revitalization efforts in the Village. 

 

Town of Greenville: 

$4,100,000 federally subsidized, interest-free loan for extension of the Town’s sewer 

district through the commercial hamlet. 

 

Town of East Fishkill: 

$2,300,000 federally subsidized loan for new aquifer source and distribution lines, 

Hopewell Services Water District. 

 

Village of Schoharie: 

$45,000 NYState Department of State Planning Grant to determine the appropriate 

incorporation of FEMA-condemned residential properties adjacent to the Schoharie 

Creek as passive recreational assets for the Village. 

 

 

 

2012: 

City of Poughkeepsie: 

$268,000 New York State Department of State grant for planning and design of public 

access to the Poughkeepsie Waterfront. 

 

Village of Saugerties: 

$1,100,000 federally subsidized loan for waste water collection system upgrade. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls: 

$50,000 in federal Department of Justice funding for coordinated police computer 

equipment and software. 

 

 

 

 



2011: 

Town of Rhinebeck: 

$100,000 Dutchess County Community Development Block Grant for handicapped 

facilities in the pavilion at Thompson/Mazzarella Park. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls: 

$635,000 from NYState’s Environmental Facilities Program’s Green Initiative Grant 

Program for the construction of an engineered wetland to mitigate sediment flow into 

Wappinger Lake. 

 

 

 

2010: 

Town of Rhinebeck Wastewater System: 

$1,550,000 in New York State Water Quality Improvement Grant Funding (DEC) for 

improvements to the Vanderburgh Cove Sewer System 

 

Claverack Free Library Acquisition Fund: 

$69,700 in New York State SED Grant Funds. 

 

Town of Cairo Wastewater Improvements: 

$1,920,000 in Environmental Facilities Corporation Grant. 

 

Town of Greenville Municipal Buildings Energy Efficiency Funding: 

$30,000 in NYSERDA funding for electrical upgrades to municipal buildings. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls Water Treatment Facility: 

$5,750,000 in New York State-bonded guaranteed loans for design and construction. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls Fire Department: 

$62,000 in FEMA support for communications equipment. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls Police Department: 

$258,000 in COPS grants for the addition of police officers. 

 

 

 

2009: 

Village of Saugerties Wastewater System Improvements: 

$800,000 in Federal Appropriation grant funding. 

 

Village of Saugerties Empire State Development Corporation Support: 

$750,000 for hazmat clearance and demolition, Partition St. development. 



 

Town of Greenville Wastewater System Improvements: 

funded by the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation;  

$582,400 in grant funding, $145,600 in 30-year 0% loan. 

 

Village of Tivoli Waterfront Park Project: 

funded by the NYState Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; 

$300,000 in grant funding. 

 

Village of Wappingers Falls Local Waterfront Revitalization Project: 

funded by the NYState Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources: 

$96,000 in grant funding for planning. 

 

 

2008: 

Village of Saugerties Water System Upgrades: 

funded by US Department of Agriculture Rural Development Program 

$3,600,000 in federally-subsidized 38-year loan. 

 

Village of Saugerties Partition St. Project: 

funded by Empire State Development Corporation’s Restore NY Program 

$750,000 construction grant. 

 

Town of Cairo Wastewater System Upgrades: 

funded by NYState Environmental Facilities Corporation. 

$2,561,000 in 0% 30-year loan. 

 

 

2007: 

Town of Red Hook- St. Margaret’s Home Acquisition and Adaptive ReUse: 

funded by NYState Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

$450,000 in construction grant.  

 

Town of Austerlitz Comprehensive Plan: 

funded by NYState Department of State Quality Communities Program 

$38,000 grant to conform Comprehensive Plan to existing zoning. 

 

Red Church of Tivoli: 

funded by NYState Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

$250,000 in construction grant. 

 

funded by NY Landmarks Commission 

$80,000 in Sacred Sites construction grant. 



 

 

Village of Tivoli: 

funded by NYState Department of Environmental Conservation H.R. Estuary Fund 

$50,000 grant for purchase and installation of floating dock. 

 

Friends of Clermont Historic Dock Project, Clermont State Historic Site: 

Funded by the Hudson River Foundation 

$10,000 grant for feasibility study. 

 

Funded by NYState Department of Environmental Conservation H.R. Estuary Fund 

$10,000 grant for feasibility study. 

 

 

 

References: 

 

1) Mayor Matt Alexander, Village of Wappingers Falls:  845-220-6654 

2) City of Poughkeepsie Mayor Rob Rolison 

3) Supervisor Paul Macko, Town of Greenville:  518-966-5055 

4) Kevin Lewis, Greene County Legislator: 518-966-8691 

5) Former Supervisor Art Baer, Town of Hillsdale:  518-325-5073 

More upon request. 



RESOLUTION NO.:                      - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH ASSUMING 

LEAD AGENCY STATUS UNDER STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT 

FOR THE WASHINGTON LAKE DAM SPILLWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT, 

DECLARING THE PROJECT TO BE A TYPE II ACTION, 

FINDING NO SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND 

AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 

TO EXECUTE ALL SEQRA DOCUMENTS 

 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 57-2018 of March 12, 2018, the City Council of the City 

of Newburgh authorized the City Manager to enter into an agreement with C.T. Male Associates, 

D.P.C. for professional engineering design services for the preparation of a rehabilitation plan and 

related services for the Washington Lake Dam; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh proposes to undertake the Washington Lake Dam 

Spillway Improvements Project (the “Project”) which will include the demolition and replacement 

of the Washington Lake spillway channel with a new concrete spillway section and shallow 

concrete repairs to the existing spillway apron, along with drainage improvements adjacent to the 

toe of the Washington Lake earthen embankment; and 

 

 WHEREAS,
 
the City desires to comply with the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act ("SEQRA") and the regulations contained within 6 NYCRR Part 617 (the
 

"Regulations") with respect to the Project; and 

 

WHEREAS, under Section 617.5(c)(1), maintenance or repair involving no substantial 

changes in an existing facility and under Section 617.5(c)(2), the replacement, rehabilitation or 

reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, including the proposed repair, 

replacement and improvements to the Washington Lake Dam spillway and drainage discharge 

channel is considered within the type of activities defined as a Type II Action, and therefore, the 

Project is classified as a categorical exclusion to SEQRA;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 

New York the Project constitutes a “Type II”, as the quoted term is defined in the SEQRA 

Regulations and that no further review for SEQRA purposes is required; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York that 

the Interim City Manager be and hereby is authorized to sign and file any/and all other 

documents that may be necessary in connection with this SEQRA classification for the Project. 
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Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 1 - Project Information 

Instructions for Completing 

Part 1 – Project Information.  The applicant or project sponsor is responsible for the completion of Part 1.  Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.  Complete Part 1 based on 
information currently available.  If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as 
thoroughly as possible based on current information. 

Complete all items in Part 1. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part 1 – Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project: 

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: 

E-Mail:
Address: 

City/PO: State: Zip Code: 

1. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance,
administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that 
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2.  If no, continue to question 2. 

NO YES 

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency?
If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:

NO YES 

3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action?     __________ acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed?     __________ acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties) owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor?     __________ acres 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action:

5.        Urban       Rural (non-agriculture)               Industrial            Commercial          Residential (suburban) 

                         Aquatic              Other(Specify):□  Forest          Agriculture

□  Parkland 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90156.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90178.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90533.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90380.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90372.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90390.html
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5. Is the proposed action,

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

NO YES N/A 

6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape?
NO YES 

7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area?

If Yes, identify: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

8. a.    Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels?

b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed
action?

NO YES 

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?

If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

NO YES 

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

If No, describe method for providing potable water: _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

12.  a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district 
which is listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the 
Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the 
State Register of Historic Places?

archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory?

NO YES 

13. a.   Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?

If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it, located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90444.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90449.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90454.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90470.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90492.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90497.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90507.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90517.html
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14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

□Shoreline     □ Forest       Agricultural/grasslands        Early mid-successional

Wetland       □ Urban       Suburban 

15. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or
Federal government as threatened or endangered?

NO YES 

16. Is the project site located in the 100-year flood plan? NO YES 

17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources?
If Yes,

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties?

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water
or other liquids (e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?

If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment:______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

NO YES 

19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location of an active or closed solid waste
management facility?

If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or
completed)            for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe: _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NO YES 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE 

    Date: _____________________ Applicant/sponsor/name: ____________________________________________________ __________________________   

Signature: _____________________________________________________Title:__________________________________

http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90194.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90545.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90565.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90575.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90580.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90585.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90590.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/90595.html


EAF Mapper Summary Report Tuesday, February 12, 2019 2:50 PM

Disclaimer:   The EAF Mapper is a screening tool intended to assist 
project sponsors and reviewing agencies in preparing an environmental 
assessment form (EAF). Not all questions asked in the EAF are 
answered by the EAF Mapper. Additional information on any EAF 
question can be obtained by consulting the EAF Workbooks.  Although 
the EAF Mapper provides the most up-to-date digital data available to 
DEC, you may also need to contact local or other data sources in order 
to obtain data not provided by the Mapper. Digital data is not a 
substitute for agency determinations.

Part 1 / Question 7  [Critical Environmental 
Area]

No

Part 1 / Question 12a  [National Register of 
Historic Places]

No

Part 1 / Question 12b  [Archeological Sites] No

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other 
Regulated Waterbodies]

Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and 
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook.

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal]

Yes

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal - Name]

Indiana Bat

Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain] No

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site] Yes

1Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report



SEQRA Classification 

 

Under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), certain activities involving property 

acquisition, construction, and rehabilitation are categorized into various levels of review 

depending on the type of actions proposed.   According to 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(a), Type II actions 

have been determined not to have a significant impact on the environment and are otherwise 

precluded from environmental review under Environmental Conservation Law, Article 8.  These 

Type II actions are detailed in 6 NYCRR Part 617.5, but in general they include the following 

representative activities:  

 

 617.5(c)(1): “Maintenance or repair involving no substantial changes in an existing 

structure or facility;” 

 617.5(c)(2): “Replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, 

in kind, on the same site, including upgrading buildings to meet building, energy, 

or fire codes unless such action meets or exceeds any of the thresholds in section 

617.4 of this Part;” 

    

The Washington Lake Dam Rehabilitation Project involves the repair of the 15.5-foot wide 

concrete spillway and replacement of the 16-foot wide, 285-foot long concrete spillway discharge 

channel. The project also includes drainage improvements at the embankment toe in the vicinity 

of Old Little Britain Road. The project will require limited tree, stump, and brush removal to 

improve the site conditions. The project is located along the North-East side of Washington Lake, 

just off of Little Britain Road and Old Little Brittan Road.   

 

The City of Newburgh has determined that the Project will not exceed any of the Type I thresholds 

in 6 NYCRR Part 617.4, and that project activities will not have significant adverse impacts on the 

environment.  The Project activities generally fall within the types of activities considered Type II 

actions, as summarized above.  Therefore, the Washington Lake Dam Rehabilitation Project will 

not require further environmental review under SEQRA. 



RESOLUTION NO.: _______________ - 2019 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A LETTER AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH  

AND PKF O’CONNOR DAVIES, LLP FOR ADDITIONAL AUDITING SERVICES FOR 
FISCAL YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2017 AND DECEMBER 31, 2018 

AT A COST OF $6,000.00  
 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 18-2018 and Resolution No. 296-2018, the City Council 
authorized the City Manager to enter into letter agreements with the firm of PKF O’Connor 
Davies, LLP for auditing services for the fiscal years ending December 31, 2017 and December 
31, 2018 at an annual cost of $79,400.00; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City is required to complete an Annual Audit Document for the fiscal 

years ending December 31, 2017 and December 31, 2018 and based on experience and work 
history the City staff is recommending that the firm of PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP be retained 
for to assist the City in the preparation of said Annual Audit Documents; and  

 
WHEREAS, the cost for the additional auditing services is $6,000.00 and funding shall 

be derived from A.1315.0448; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed the letter agreement attached hereto and has 

determined it to be in the best interests of the City to enter into the same;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into a letter 
agreement with the firm of PKF O’Connor Davies, LLP for auditing services for the preparation 
of the City’s Annual Audit Document for the fiscal years ending December 31, 2017 and 
December 31, 2018 at a cost of $6,000.00. 









RESOLUTION NO.:                       - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL AND AUTHORIZING 

THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN ADDENDUM TO THE CONTRACT 

WITH ARCADIS OF NEW YORK, INC. FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 

TO PERFORM A DESKTOP CORROSION CONTROL STUDY  

FOR THE WATER PLANT SCADA IMPROVMENTS PROJECT 

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $25,000.00 

 

 

WHEREAS, in connection with the Water Plant SCADA Improvement projects, by 

Resolution No. 5-2019 of January 14, 2019, the City Council authorized the Interim City Manager 

to accept a proposal and execute a contract with Arcadis of New York, Inc. for professional 

engineering services to evaluate the sand filters and backwash disposal systems and provide 

upgrade options in connection with the Water Plant SCADA Improvements Project at a cost not 

to exceed $74,000.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Water Department has received a proposal from Arcadis of New York, 

Inc. for the scope of professional engineering services to perform a desktop corrosion control study  

to review and validate existing treatment and corrosion control practices and recommend potential 

improvements to the overall corrosion control program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the desktop corrosion control study is proposed to be included as an 

addendum to the scope of services underway to evaluate the sand filters and backwash disposal 

systems; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of the desktop corrosion control study will not exceed $25,000.00 

and funding shall be derived from HF1.8340.0400.8301.2011; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that accepting such proposal and entering into 

an amendment to the existing contract is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to accept a proposal and 

execute an addendum to the existing contract with Arcadis of New York, Inc. for professional 

engineering services to perform a desktop corrosion control study in connection with the Water 

Plant SCADA Improvements Project at a cost not to exceed $25,000.00. 



 

 

Use or disclosure of information contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction and disclaimer located on the  
signature page of this document.  

Arcadis of New York, Inc. 

855 Route 146 

Suite 210 

Clifton Park 

New York 12065 

Tel 518 250 7300 

Fax 518 371 2757 

www.arcadis.com 
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Mr. Wayne Vradenburgh 
Superintendent  
City of Newburgh Water Department 
493 Little Britain Road 
Newburgh, New York 12250 
 
Transmitted Via Email: wvradenburgh@cityofnewburgh-ny.gov 

Subject: 

Proposal for Engineering Services 
Desktop Corrosion Control Study 

 

Dear Mr. Vradenburgh: 

Arcadis of New York, Inc. (Arcadis) appreciates the opportunity to provide the 
City of Newburgh (City) with this letter proposal for engineering services to 
perform a desktop corrosion control study for the City. The goal of this effort is to 
review and validate existing treatment and corrosion control practices and 
recommend potential improvements to the City’s overall corrosion control 
program. To accomplish this, Arcadis proposes the following task to be included 
as an addendum to the scope of services already underway evaluating the filters 
and backwash performance at the City’s Water Filtration Plant (Plant). 

SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Task 8 Corrosion Control Study 

Upon notice to proceed, Arcadis will develop a request for information to identify 
and gather information relevant to the existing corrosion control program, 
including, but not limited to, historical Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) data, 
distribution system materials, and raw, finished, and distribution system water 
quality data. Upon receipt of data from the City, Arcadis will:  
 

• Analyze data and identify trends to assess effectiveness of the existing 
corrosion control treatment and monitoring program.  

   

Water  
 
 
 
Date: 

February 13, 2019 
 
Contact: 

Rob Ostapczuk 
 
Phone: 

518.250.7300 
 
Email: 

robert.ostapczuk 
@arcadis.com 
 
Our ref: 

60004881.0000 
 
  



 
 

 

 

This proposal and its contents shall not be duplicated, used or disclosed — in whole or in part — for any purpose other than to evaluate 
the proposal. This proposal is not intended to be binding or form the terms of a contract. The scope and price of this proposal will be 
superseded by the contract. If this proposal is accepted and a contract is awarded to Arcadis as a result of — or in connection with — 
the submission of this proposal, Arcadis and/or the client shall have the right to make appropriate revisions of its terms, including scope 
and price, for purposes of the contract. Further, client shall have the right to duplicate, use or disclose the data contained in this 
proposal only to the extent provided in the resulting contract.   

 

arcadis.com 
G:\PROJECT\718\A_Proposals\Newburgh A488100\2018 Filter Evaluation\LTR Proposal Corrosion Control.docx 

Mr. Wayne Vradenburgh 
City of Newburgh Water Department  
February 13, 2019 
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• Assess the impact of the current treatment scheme on lead and copper levels.  
• Identify possible alternate corrosion control treatment methods and perform a qualitative 

evaluation to assess relative treatment effectiveness, cost, and potential unintended 
consequences associated with each alternative.  

• Participate in up to two one-hour conference calls to review data and discuss any follow-up 
questions or concerns.  

Due to the time-sensitive nature of the study, Arcadis will summarize the findings from the study in a 
preliminary engineering letter report once the study is complete. Aspects of the study that have bearing 
on the filter evaluation will also be included in the project engineering report. We believe that preliminary 
findings will be presented to the City in April and finalized in May. The preliminary engineering letter 
report will be submitted to the NYS DOH for review and approval. Arcadis will attend one meeting with the 
City and NYS DOH at the Plant and incorporate NYS DOH’s comments as appropriate in a final 
preliminary engineering letter report. 

COMPENSATION  
Arcadis will complete Task 8 for a total not to exceed fee of $25,000 to be compensated based on actual 
direct labor costs with a 3.1 multiplier. Expenses will be compensated based on actual costs incurred with 
no markup.  

Arcadis looks forward to continuing working with the City of Newburgh improve its critical drinking water 
infrastructure. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 518.250.7300 so that I may 
be of further assistance.  We again thank the City of Newburgh for this opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Arcadis of New York, Inc. 
 
 
 
Robert E. Ostapczuk, P.E. 
Associate Vice President 



RESOLUTION NO.:  _______- 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY  

KNOWN AS 144 JOHNSTON STREET (SECTION 18, BLOCK 3, LOT 41) 

AT PRIVATE SALE TO LAWRENCE D. SMITH FOR THE AMOUNT OF $7,200.00 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of real property by 

foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real property Tax law of the State of New 

York; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the City may sell 

properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh desires to sell 144 Johnston Street, being more accurately 

described as Section 18, Block 3, Lot 41 on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the prospective buyer has offered to purchase this property at private sale; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it would be in the best interests of the City 

of Newburgh to sell said property to the prospective buyer for the sum as outlined below, and upon 

the same terms and conditions annexed hereto and made a part hereof, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York, that the sale of the following property to the indicated purchaser be and hereby is confirmed 

and the City Manager is authorized and directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said 

purchaser upon receipt of the indicated purchase price in money order, good certified or bank check, 

made payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, such sums are to be paid on or before May 31, 

2019, being approximately ninety (90) days from the date of this resolution; and 

 

 Property address     Section, Block, Lot      Purchaser            Purchase Price 

 

144 Johnston Street  18 – 3 – 41  Lawrence D. Smith  $7,200.00       

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, that 

the parcel is not required for public use. 

 

 



Terms and Conditions Sale 

144 Johnston Street, City of Newburgh (SBL: 18-3-41) 

 

STANDARD TERMS: 

1. City of Newburgh acquired title to this property in accordance with Article 11 of the Real Property Tax 
Law of the State of New York, and all known rights of redemption under said provisions of law have 
been extinguished by the tax sale proceedings and/or as a result of forfeiture. 

2. For purposes of these Terms and Conditions, parcel shall be defined as a section, block and lot number. 

3. All real property, including any buildings thereon, is sold “AS IS” and without any representation or 
warranty whatsoever as to the condition or title, and subject to: (a) any state of facts an accurate survey 
or personal inspection of the premises would disclose; (b) applicable zoning/land use/building 
regulations; (c) water and sewer assessments are the responsibility of the purchaser, whether they are 
received or not; (d) easements, covenants, conditions and rights-of-way of record existing at the time 
of the levy of the tax, the non-payment of which resulted in the tax sale in which City of Newburgh 
acquired title; and (e) for purposes of taxation, the purchaser shall be deemed to be the owner prior to 
the next applicable taxable status date after the date of sale. 

4. The properties are sold subject to unpaid school taxes for the tax year of 2018-2019, and also subject 
to all school taxes levied subsequent to the date of the City Council resolution authorizing the sale. The 
purchaser shall reimburse the City for any school taxes paid by the City for the tax year 2018-2019, 
and subsequent levies up to the date of the closing.  Upon the closing, the properties shall become 
subject to taxation.  Water and sewer charges and sanitation fees will be paid by the City to the date of 
closing. 

5. WARNING:  FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE TERMS OF THIS PARAGRAPH MAY RESULT IN 
YOUR LOSS OF THE PROPERTY AFTER PURCHASE.   The deed will contain provisions stating 
that the purchaser is required to rehabilitate any building on the property and bring it into 
compliance with all State, County and Local standards for occupancy within (18) months of the 
date of the deed.  Within such eighteen (18) month time period the purchaser must either: obtain 
a Certificate of Occupancy for all buildings on the property; make all buildings granted a 
Certificate of Occupancy before the date of purchase fit for the use stated in such Certificate of 
Occupancy; or demolish such buildings.  The deed shall require the purchaser to schedule an 
inspection by City officials at or before the end of the eighteen (18) month period.  If the 
purchaser has not complied with the deed provisions regarding rehabilitation of the property 
and obtained a Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of Compliance by that time, then the title 
to the property shall revert to the City of Newburgh. The deed shall also provide that the property 
shall not be conveyed to any other person before a Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of 
Compliance is issued.  A written request made to the City Manager for an extension of the 
eighteen (18) month rehabilitation period shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
$250.00 per parcel for which a request is submitted.  The City Manager may, in his sole 
discretion and for good cause shown, grant one extension of time to rehabilitate of up to, but 
not to exceed, three (3) months.  Any additional request thereafter shall be made in writing and 
placed before the City Council for their consideration. 

6. The City makes no representation as to whether the property is vacant and/or unoccupied.  Evictions, 
if necessary, are solely the responsibility of the purchaser after closing and recording of the deed.  The 
parcel is being sold subject to the City’s Vacant Property Ordinance (Chapter 121) and all provisions 
of law applicable thereto.  Within 30 days of closing, the purchaser must register the property and pay 
any applicable fees or submit an acceptable rehabilitation plan to the Building Department. 

7. All purchasers are advised to personally inspect the premises and to examine title to the premises prior 
to the date upon which the sale is scheduled to take place.  Upon delivery of the quitclaim deed by the 
City of Newburgh to the successful purchaser, any and all claims with respect to title to the premises 
are merged in the deed and do not survive.      



8. No personal property is included in the sale of any of the parcels owned by City of Newburgh, unless 
the former owner or occupant has abandoned same.  The disposition of any personal property located 
on any parcel sold shall be the sole responsibility of the purchaser following the closing of sale. 

9. The City makes no representation, express or implied, as to the condition of any property, warranty of 
title, or as to the suitability of any for any particular use or occupancy.  Property may contain paint or 
other similar surface coating material containing lead.  Purchaser shall be responsible for the correction 
of such conditions when required by applicable law. Property also may contain other environmental 
hazards. Purchaser shall be responsible for ascertaining and investigating such conditions prior to 
bidding.  Purchaser shall be responsible for investigating and ascertaining from the City Building 
Inspector’s records the legal permitted use of any property prior to closing.  Purchaser acknowledges 
receivership of the pamphlet entitled “Protecting Your Family from Lead in Your Home.”  Purchaser 
also acknowledges that he/she has had the opportunity to conduct a risk assessment or inspection of 
the premises for the presence of lead-based paint, lead-based paint hazards or mold. 

10. The entire purchase price and all closing costs/fees must be paid by money order or guaranteed funds 
to the City of Newburgh Comptroller’s Office by the date listed in the approved City Council Resolution, 
notwithstanding any extensions of time granted pursuant to terms contained herein (“Closing 
Deadline”).  Such closing costs/fees may include, but are not limited to: recording fees, tax adjustments 
as of the day of closing, fuel oil adjustments, and applicable condominium charges (e.g. monthly 
maintenance charges, assessment charges, transfer buy-in fees, and/or closing package ordering 
fees).  The City of Newburgh does not accept credit card payments for the purchase price and closing 
costs/fees.  The City is not required to send notice of acceptance or any other notice to a 
purchaser.  At closing, purchaser, as grantee, may take title as a natural person or as an entity wherein 
purchaser is an officer or managing member of said entity. If purchaser takes title as an entity, 
purchaser must provide an affidavit listing all of the members or shareholders of said entity, their 
addresses, their phone numbers, and their percentage ownership stake in the entity.  Purchaser must 
have at least a fifty-one (51%) ownership stake in said entity in order for said entity to take title.   

11. The City Manager may, in his sole discretion and for good cause shown, grant one extension of time 
to close title of up to, but not to exceed, sixty (60) additional days from the Closing Deadline.  No request 
shall be entertained unless in writing, stating the reasons therefor, and unless accompanied by a fee 
of $250.00 per parcel for which a request is submitted.  The fee shall be in addition to all other fees and 
deposits and shall not be credited against the purchase price and shall not be returnable.  Any additional 
request made thereafter shall be made in writing and placed before the City Council for its 
consideration.      

12. In the event that a sale is cancelled by court order, judgment, the Comptroller or the Newburgh City 
Council, the purchaser shall be entitled only to a refund of the purchase money paid.  Purchaser agrees 
that he shall not be entitled to special or consequential damages, attorney’s fees, reimbursement for 
any expenses incurred as a result of ownership, improvements of property, or for taxes paid during 
period of ownership, and this agreement by the purchaser is a material condition of the sale. 

13. Sale shall be final, absolute and without recourse once title is conveyed on the actual day of closing.  
In no event, shall City of Newburgh be or become liable for any defects in title for any cause whatsoever, 
and no claim, demand or suit of any nature shall exist in favor of the purchaser, his heirs, successors 
or assigns, against City of Newburgh arising from this sale. 

14. Conveyance shall be by quitclaim deed only, containing a description of the property as it appeared on 
the tax roll for the year upon which the City acquired title or as corrected up to date of deed.  The deed 
will be recorded by the City upon payment in full of the purchase price, tax reimbursements, buyer’s 
premium (if applicable), and closing fees/costs.  Possession of property is forbidden until the deed is 
recorded conveying title to the purchaser. Title vests upon conveyance of deed. 

15. Upon closing, the City shall deliver a quitclaim deed conveying all of its right, title and interest in the 
subject property, which deed shall be drawn by the City Corporation Counsel.  The City shall not convey 
its interest in any street, water, sewer or drainage easement, or any other interest the City may have in 
the property.  The City shall only convey that interest obtained by the City pursuant to the judgment 
rendered in an in rem tax foreclosure action filed in the Orange County Clerk’s Office. 



16. The description of the property shall be from the City of Newburgh Tax Map reference or a survey 
description certified to the City of Newburgh.  Any survey description shall be provided to the City 
Corporation Counsel by the purchaser at least thirty (30) days in advance of closing title and approved 
by the City’s Engineer. 

17. By acknowledging and executing these Terms & Conditions, the purchaser certifies that he/she is not 
representing the former owner(s) of the property against whom City of Newburgh foreclosed and has 
no intent to defraud City of Newburgh of the unpaid taxes, assessment, penalties and charges which 
have been levied against the property.  The purchaser agrees that neither he/she nor his/her assigns 
shall convey the property to the former owner(s) against whom City of Newburgh foreclosed within 24 
months subsequent to the Closing Deadline date.  If such conveyance occurs, purchaser understands 
that he/she may be found to have committed fraud, and/or intent to defraud, and will be liable for any 
deficiency between the purchase price at auction and such sums as may be owed to City of Newburgh 
as related to the foreclosure on the property and consents to immediate judgment by City of Newburgh 
for said amounts. 

18. In the event that Seller engaged the services of a New York State Licensed Real Estate Broker in 
connection with this sale, Seller shall pay said Broker any commission earned pursuant to a separate 
agreement between Seller and Broker.  

19. Notice is given that the property lies within either the East End Historic District or the Colonial Terraces 
Architectural Design District as designated in the City of Newburgh’s current zoning map.  This parcel 
is sold subject to all provision of law applicable thereto.  It is the sole responsibility of the purchaser to 
redevelop such parcel so designated in accordance any additional laws, rules or regulations applicable 
to those districts. 

















Location:                     144 Johnston Street (between Farrington & South Streets) 

Tax Map Number:         18-3-41 

Property Class:                    210 – 1-Family Residence  

Zoning:              RM— Residential Medium Density; EEHD—East End Historic 

     District 

Description:                 2-story brick building.  Year built: 1900+/-; 792sf, plus 396  

     basement area; lot size—25 x 100. 

Condition:                  Poor 

Assessed Value:         $ 19,900 

Estimated Annual Taxes:       $   988 +/-   

Selling Price:    $  9,950 @ 50%  

           

The city acquired this property:  February 2015 

Offer Information: 

Name:           Lawrence D. Smith  

Offer Price:                   $  7,200  

Construction Estimate:    $  62,000 +/-  

Proof of Financing:         M & T and TSP (Thrift Savings Plan) accounts. 

Comment:    The purchaser owns and lives in a single family house at 38 Con-

cord Street.  In 2017 he purchased 35 Concord Street from the City of Newburgh.  He successfully 

rehabilitated that house and has applied for a release of its 18-month deed covenant.  At 35 Con-

cord Street, Mr. Smith did much of the work himself.  His repair estimate is relatively low because 

he also plans to do most of the work on 144 

Johnston Street himself.  He will hire a City-

licensed plumber and a City-licensed electri-

cian to complete the necessary plumbing and 

electric work. 

144 Johnston has been unoccupied for many, 

many years.  The City of Newburgh has 

owned this property for 4 years.  It was last 

used as a single family home.  Mr. Smith 

plans to convert the building into a two-family 

home. The walk-out basement will contain a 

small apartment; the 1st and 2nd floors will be 

a separate apartment.     

Property Proposal Summary 





RESOLUTION NO.: _____________ - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER  

TO EXECUTE SATISFACTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH  

TWO MORTGAGES ISSUED TO CHRISTOPHER GERSHEL 

FOR THE PREMISES LOCATED AT 104-106 WILLIAM STREET 

(SECTION 44, BLOCK 2, LOT 13) 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh issued a mortgage to Christopher Gershel in the principal 

sum of $5,000.00 for premises located at 104-106 William Street (Section 44, Block 2, Lot 13), dated 

April 7, 1986, and recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s Office on June 25, 1986 in Liber 2301 at 

Page 320; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh issued a mortgage to Christopher Gershel in the principal 

sum of $1,135.17 for premises located at 104-106 William Street (Section 44, Block 2, Lot 13), dated 

August 31, 1987, and recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s Office on September 29, 1987 in Liber 

2836 at Page 337; and 

 

WHEREAS, the terms of the mortgage instruments have been satisfied by the mortgagor and 

the issuance of a Satisfaction of Mortgage for each, a copy of which is annexed hereto, is necessary and 

appropriate; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that executing said Satisfactions is in the best 

interests of the City of Newburgh;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York, that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute the attached 

Satisfactions in connection with a mortgages issued to Christopher Gershel for premises located at 

104-106 William Street (Section 44, Block 2, Lot 13). 



SATISFACTION OF MORTGAGE 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT 

 

The City of Newburgh, a municipal corporation with a principal place of business at 83 Broadway, 

Newburgh, New York 12550;   

 

Does hereby certify that the following mortgage is paid, and does hereby consent that the same 

be discharged of record: 

 

MORTGAGE bearing the date of April 7, 1986, made by Christopher Gershel to the City of 

Newburgh, given to secure payment of the principal sum of $5,000.00, and duly recorded in the office 

of the Orange County Clerk’s Office on Orange County Clerk’s Office on June 25, 1986 in Liber 

2301 at Page 320; 

 

 which mortgage has not been further assigned of record. 

 

Dated: __________________, 2019  

       CITY OF NEWBURGH  

 

 

___________________________________ 

      By:   Joseph P. Donat, Interim City Manager 

  Per Resolution No.:  

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

) ss.: 

COUNTY OF  ORANGE ) 

 

On the______ day of ______________, 2019, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in 

and for said State, personally appeared JOSEPH P. DONAT, personally known to me or proved to me 

on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the within 

instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his capacity, and that by his 

signature on the instrument, the individual, or person upon behalf of which the individual acted, 

executed the instrument. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Notary Public 
 

 

RECORD & RETURN TO: 

 



SATISFACTION OF MORTGAGE 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT 

 

The City of Newburgh, a municipal corporation with a principal place of business at 83 Broadway, 

Newburgh, New York 12550;   

 

Does hereby certify that the following mortgage is paid, and does hereby consent that the same 

be discharged of record: 

 

MORTGAGE bearing the date of August 31, 1987, made by Christopher Gershel to the City 

of Newburgh, given to secure payment of the principal sum of $1,135.17, and duly recorded in the 

office of the Orange County Clerk’s Office on Orange County Clerk’s Office on September 29, 1987 

in Liber 2836 at Page 337; 

 

 which mortgage has not been further assigned of record. 

 

Dated: __________________, 2019  

       CITY OF NEWBURGH  

 

 

___________________________________ 

      By:   Joseph P. Donat, Interim City Manager 

  Per Resolution No.:  

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

) ss.: 

COUNTY OF  ORANGE ) 

 

On the______ day of ______________, 2019, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in 

and for said State, personally appeared JOSEPH P. DONAT, personally known to me or proved to me 

on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the within 

instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his capacity, and that by his 

signature on the instrument, the individual, or person upon behalf of which the individual acted, 

executed the instrument. 

 

 

________________________________ 

Notary Public 
 

 

RECORD & RETURN TO: 

 































RESOLUTION NO.: ________-2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 

OF A RELEASE OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AND RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

FROM A DEED ISSUED TO JOHN BONHOMME, JR. AND  

JOHN BONHOMME, SR., TO THE PREMISES KNOWN AS 15 LIBERTY STREET 

(SECTION 45, BLOCK 5, LOT 15) 

 

 

 WHEREAS, on February 9, 2016, the City of Newburgh conveyed property located 

at 15 Liberty Street, being more accurately described on the official Tax Map of the City of 

Newburgh as Section 45, Block 5, Lot 15, to John Bonhomme, Jr. and John Bonhomme, 

Sr.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owners have requested a release of the restrictive covenants 

contained in said deed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate departments have reviewed their files and advised that 

the covenants have been complied with, and recommend such release be granted; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council believes it is in the best interest of the City of Newburgh 

to grant such request; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 

execute the release, annexed hereto and made a part of this resolution, of restrictive 

covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the aforementioned deed. 



 

RELEASE OF COVENANTS AND 

RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

 

  

KNOWN ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that the City of Newburgh, a 

municipal corporation organized and existing under the Laws of the State of New York, 

and having its principal office at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York  12550, in 

consideration of TEN ($10.00) DOLLARS lawful money of the United States and other 

good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby 

release and forever quitclaim the premises described as 15 Liberty Street, Section 45, Block 

5, Lot 15 on the Official Tax Map of the City of Newburgh, from those restrictive 

covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 in a deed dated February 9, 2016, from THE CITY 

OF NEWBURGH to JOHN BONHOMME, JR. and JOHN BONHOMME, SR., recorded 

in the Orange County Clerk’s Office on April 18, 2016, in Liber 14038 of Deeds at Page 

20 and does further release said premises from the right of re-entry reserved in favor of the 

City of Newburgh as set forth in said deed. 

 

 

Dated: _________________, 2019 

       THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 

 

 

      By: _____________________________ 

       Joseph Donat, Interim City Manager 

STATE OF NEW YORK  )    Pursuant to Res. No.:     -2019 

         )ss.: 

COUNTY OF ORANGE ) 

 

 On the ____ day of ____________ in the year 2019, before me, the undersigned, a 

Notary Public in and for said State, personally appeared JOSEPH DONAT, personally 

known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual 

whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he 

executed the same in his capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument, the 

individual, or the person upon behalf of which the individual acted; executed the 

instrument. 

 

 

 

                                

_________________________________ 

 

 









RESOLUTION NO.: ________-2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 

OF A RELEASE OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AND RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

FROM A DEED ISSUED TO LAWRENCE D. SMITH 

TO THE PREMISES KNOWN AS 35 CONCORD STREET 

(SECTION 29, BLOCK 1, LOT 16) 

 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 24, 2017, the City of Newburgh conveyed property located 

at 35 Concord Street, being more accurately described on the official Tax Map of the City 

of Newburgh as Section 29, Block 1, Lot 16, to Lawrence D. Smith.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the owner has requested a release of the restrictive covenants 

contained in said deed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the appropriate departments have reviewed their files and advised that 

the covenants have been complied with, and recommend such release be granted; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council believes it is in the best interest of the City of Newburgh 

to grant such request; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 

execute the release, annexed hereto and made a part of this resolution, of restrictive 

covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the aforementioned deed. 



 

RELEASE OF COVENANTS AND 

RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

 

  

KNOWN ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that the City of Newburgh, a 

municipal corporation organized and existing under the Laws of the State of New York, 

and having its principal office at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York  12550, in 

consideration of TEN ($10.00) DOLLARS lawful money of the United States and other 

good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby 

release and forever quitclaim the premises described as 35 Concord Street, Section 29, 

Block 1, Lot 16 on the Official Tax Map of the City of Newburgh, from those restrictive 

covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 in a deed dated April 24, 2017, from THE CITY OF 

NEWBURGH to LAWRENCE D. SMITH, recorded in the Orange County Clerk’s Office 

on May 17, 2017, in Liber 14233 of Deeds at Page 925 and does further release said 

premises from the right of re-entry reserved in favor of the City of Newburgh as set forth in 

said deed. 

 

 

Dated: _________________, 2019 

       THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 

 

 

      By: _____________________________ 

       Joseph Donat, Interim City Manager 

STATE OF NEW YORK  )    Pursuant to Res. No.:     -2019 

         )ss.: 

COUNTY OF ORANGE ) 

 

 On the ____ day of ____________ in the year 2019, before me, the undersigned, a 

Notary Public in and for said State, personally appeared JOSEPH DONAT, personally 

known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the individual 

whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he 

executed the same in his capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument, the 

individual, or the person upon behalf of which the individual acted; executed the 

instrument. 

 

 

 

                                

_________________________________ 

 

 









RESOLUTION NO.: _____________ - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER OR THE  

POLICE CHIEF AS MANAGER’S DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE AN  

INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF ORANGE CONFIRMING 

CITY OF NEWBURGH PARTICIPATION IN THE STOP-DWI PROGRAM  

FOR THE ENFORCEMENT PERIOD OF MARCH 15, 2019 TO JANUARY 1, 2020 AND 

TO ACCEPT AN AWARD NOT TO EXCEED $3,735.00 COVERING 70 PERSON-HOURS  

FOR THE FIRST ENFORCEMENT PERIOD OF 2019 (MARCH 15, 2019 – MAY 29, 2019) 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the County of Orange (hereinafter “County”) has provided the City of 

Newburgh (hereinafter “City”) with an Inter-Municipal Agreement for a full year of participation 

to provide for the funding of the STOP-DWI Program within the City of Newburgh and an award 

notification for the enforcement period of March 15, 2019 and ending January 1, 2020; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh agrees to participate in three (3) STOP DWI Program 

enforcement campaign periods as follows:  First Enforcement Period – March 15, 2019 through 

May 29, 2019, which includes St. Patrick’s Day and the Memorial Day holiday weekend; Second 

Enforcement Period – July 3, 2019 through September 3, 2019, which includes the Independence 

Day and Labor Day holiday weekend enforcement campaigns; and the Third Enforcement Period 

– November 27, 2019 through January 1, 2020, which includes Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 

Year’s holiday enforcement campaigns; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County shall reimburse the City of Newburgh for increased patrol and 

court time in connection with enhanced enforcement of laws prohibiting driving while 

intoxicated; and  

 

 WHEREAS, based on the data submittals submitted for the prior year the City of 

Newburgh is eligible for an award not to exceed $3,735.00 covering 70 person-hours for the First 

Enforcement Period of 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County will notify the City in writing of its eligibility for awards, if any, 

for the second and third enforcement periods of 2019 by a separate written award letter prior to 

the commencement of each such enforcement period; and 

  

 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into such agreement would be in 

the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 



 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager or the Police Chief as Manager’s designee be and he is hereby 

authorized to execute an Inter-Municipal Agreement with the County of Orange confirming the 

City’s participation in the STOP-DWI Program for the period February 5, 2019 through January 1, 

2020 in order to fund the additional cost of stepped-up police patrols and related court 

appearances and providing the City of Newburgh with an award not to exceed $3,735.00 covering 

70 person-hours for the First Enforcement Period of 2019 (March 15, 2019 through  May 28, 

2019); and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager or the Police Chief as Manager’s designee be and he is hereby 

authorized to accept subsequent awards for the Second Enforcement Period (July 3, 2019 through 

September 3, 2019) and Third Enforcement Period (November 27, 2019 through January 1, 2020) 

covered by the 2019 STOP-DWI Agreement; and to execute all necessary documents to receive 

and comply with the terms of such Agreement and to carry out the program funded thereby. 

 

















RESOLUTION NO.: __________ - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 

CONTRACT WITH THE NEW YORK STATE INDUSTRIES FOR THE DISABLED, INC.  

TO PROVIDE CUSTODIAL SERVICES FOR CITY OWNED BUILDINGS  

LOCATED AT 55 BROADWAY AND 123 GRAND STREET 

FOR THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2018 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2019 

AT A TOTAL COST OF $113,392.08 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Industries for the Disabled, Inc. (“NYSID”) has submitted 

a proposal in connection with custodial services to be provided for City owned buildings located at 

55 Broadway and 123 Grand Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, such custodial services shall be provided by NYSID Member Agency 

Occupations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposal provides for a one year contract at an annual total cost of 

$113,392.08; and 

 

 WHEREAS, funding for the cost of the contract shall be derived from A.1620.448; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed the attached proposal and has determined that 

executing a contract under the terms and conditions set forth therein is in the best interests of the 

City of Newburgh;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute the attached contract 

entitled “Notice of Price Adjustment” with the New York State Industries for the Disabled, Inc. to 

provide custodial services for City-owned buildings located at 55 Broadway and 123 Grand Street 

for the period September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019 at a total cost of $113,392.08. 

  







































RESOLUTION NO.: __________ - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO APPLY FOR 

AND ACCEPT IF AWARDED A GRANT FROM 

 THE OFFICE OF THE NEW YORK STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL THROUGH 

LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION 

ZOMBIE AND VACANT PROPERTIES REMEDIATION AND PREVENTION 

INITIATIVE ROUND 2 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $200,000.00 

TO RETAIN THE NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATION COORDINATOR POSITION 

AND TO TRAIN THE CODE ENFORCEMENT STAFF 

 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 240-2016 of September 12, 2016, the City Council of the 

City of Newburgh authorized the City Manager to apply for and accept if awarded a grant from the 

Office of the New York State Attorney General through Local Initiatives Support Corporation 

(“LISC”) in an amount not to exceed $149,262.98 for the purpose of hiring two full-time Code 

Enforcement Officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh was invited to apply for a LISC Zombie and Vacant 

Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative Round 2 grant in an amount not to exceed 

$200,000.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh intends to use such grant funding to retain the 

Neighborhood Stabilization Coordinator position, provide training to the Code Enforcement staff, 

and if funding is sufficient, to hire and train Code Enforcement Technicians, all of which will focus 

on the management of the City’s severely distressed vacant properties, including but not limited to 

zombie properties, distressed occupied properties, foreclosure prevention and tenant advocacy with 

regard to code violations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that making such application and accepting such 

funds if awarded is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and its further development;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to apply for and accept if awarded 

a grant from the Office of the New York State Attorney General through Local Initiatives Support 

Corporation Zombie and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative Round 2 in an 

amount not to exceed $200,000.00; and that the Interim City Manager is authorized to execute all 

such documentation and take such further actions as may be appropriate and necessary to accept 

such grant and administer the programs funded thereby. 
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ZOMBIES 2.0 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (“RFA”) 

 

RFA Issue Date: Saturday, January 26, 2019 

Phone Meetings: Tuesday, February 5, 2019 at 11 AM 

   Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 2PM 

Application Due: Friday, March 8, 2019 by 4 PM 

Notice of Awards: April 12, 2019 (Projected date.) 

LISC reserves the right to extend the application deadline. If it is extended, LISC will 

inform you via e-mail. 

Applications are by Invitation. Municipalities were invited to apply based on the 

scale and severity of their “zombie” and other vacant one-to-four family house 

problem and other criteria discussed in this RFA. 

Application Logistics: All application materials must be submitted in Microsoft 

Word and Excel or similar formats (with the option to 

also provide in PDF), and uploaded to LISC’s BOX. 

Applicants must also preregister for an individualized 

BOX.com folder on or before February 27, 2019 by 

sending an e-mail to Helene Caloir at 

nyshousingfund@lisc.org with a copy to Tarra Laurent at 

TLaurent@lisc.org the names and e-mail addresses of up 

to two contacts for each applicant Municipality.  

 Hand delivered and faxed applications will not be 

accepted. 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 

 

A. Background: New York State Abandoned Property Neighborhood Relief Act of 2016  

As part of the 2016 Legislative Session, New York enacted legislation to address the adverse 

effects of vacant one-to-four family houses, whose owners were in default on their mortgages or 

in some stage of the foreclosure process, often referred to as “zombie” properties.  The law, 

known as the New York State Abandoned Property Neighborhood Relief Act of 2016 (the “Zombie 

Law”), requires banks and other mortgagees to externally maintain vacant one-to-four family 

houses while loans are delinquent and during the foreclosure process.  Banks face a potential 

penalty of up to $500 per day per property for failing to maintain these houses.  The law also 

establishes an electronic registry of vacant properties encumbered by mortgages, maintained by 

the New York State Department of Finance (DFS), to enable New York State and local 

governments to identify and hold accountable those banks or other mortgagees responsible for 

property maintenance. 

The enactment of the Zombie Law gave New York cities, towns and villages a powerful tool to 

address the problem of zombies in their jurisdictions because, for the first time, they could hold 

lienholders accountable to repair and maintain the exterior of  vacant houses. Before enactment 

of this law, existing state and local code enforcement laws generally obligated solely the owners 

to maintain properties; so the Zombie Law was a significant change.1 

B. Prior Grant Making – Round 1: “Zombie” and Vacant Properties Remediation and 

Prevention Initiative (the “Zombie Grants”) 

Also in 2016, funds became available through settlements between the Office of the New York 

Attorney General and certain financial institutions that included consumer relief obligations such 

as the provision of grant funds for housing initiatives in New York State including initiatives to 

strengthen code enforcement and housing quality improvement. The combination of these new 

funding streams and the enactment of the Zombie Law enabled the creation of the first “Zombie” 

and Vacant Properties Remediation and Prevention Initiative, also known as “Zombie Grants”.2 

Through Round 1 of the Zombie Grants program, LISC awarded $12.6 million in grants to 76 New 

York municipal corporations: cities, towns and villages with significant numbers of zombie and 

vacant properties, challenging them to develop new processes or tools to tackle the various 

problems created by vacant and abandoned properties. This funding enabled local governments 

to improve their code enforcement practices by providing municipalities with additional tools 

                                                           
1 Unless specified otherwise, the use of ‘code enforcement’ in this RFA means housing and building code 

enforcement on existing structures and properties. 
2 For purposes of this RFA, a ‘zombie property’ is an unoccupied 1-4 unit residential property encumbered with a 

mortgage that is delinquent, or delinquent and in the foreclosure process, and which the owner has physically 

vacated. A ‘vacant property’ is an unoccupied residential property. 
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and resources. Because the most effective way to address zombie properties is to prevent 

mortgage foreclosure in the first place, a portion of the grant was allocated to connecting at-risk 

homeowners to foreclosure prevention resources.3 Some of the most impactful results of the 

Zombie Grant program include: 

• Improved data collection and analysis: Communities cataloged vacant properties and 

broke down data silos across departments to better understand their inventory of vacants 

and neighborhood trends as well as to prioritize the worst problem properties for code 

enforcement activities, and even predict potential zombies and vacant properties before 

they are abandoned. 

• Deployed new technology: Communities obtained new or upgraded technology to more 

efficiently and effectively collect, analyze and share both parcel and market data to help 

drive decisions and inform the most appropriate strategies.  

• Restructured internal organization and operations to maximize impact: Municipalities 

designated a single staff person, often with direct authority from the Executive Office, to 

“own” the zombie and vacants issue in their municipality. These “Zombie Coordinators”, 

functioned as quarterbacks, led and supervised inter-departmental task forces, identified 

new opportunities for departments to coordinate activities and resources, and 

implemented reforms to data collection practices and policies in support of more 

comprehensive approaches to vacant and abandoned properties. 

• Boosted capacity of code enforcement and legal departments: Communities added code 

enforcement and legal staff to enhance data collection and enforcement efforts, as well 

as to pilot new tools and programs such as commencing Article 19A proceedings and 

Zombie Law actions, and adopting vacant property registration ordinances. Legal staff 

conducted title searches to identify lienholders or owners who abandoned their property 

upon receiving a foreclosure notice in order to compel maintenance, collect taxes and 

fines and pursue legal remedies. 

• Connected at-risk homeowners to foreclosure prevention resources: All communities 

committed a portion of their grant for outreach activities including town halls, mailings, 

public service announcements and other actions to reach homeowners in danger of losing 

their houses to mortgage and property tax foreclosure. 

The first round of the Zombie Grants provided local governments the opportunity to learn about 

their zombie and vacant houses and explore ways to reduce the number and adverse effects of 

these properties on communities. Providing a platform for information sharing across 

municipalities also helped develop best practices. The second round of Zombie Grants will give 

existing grantees additional resources to continue to inventory and assess problem properties 

and to adopt best practices to enhance their code enforcement strategies. It will also enable new 

                                                           
3 At-risk homeowners are occupying their homes whereas zombies and vacant properties are unoccupied.  
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grantees to develop their own strategies with the benefit of having the knowledge and 

relationships developed during Round 1. 

C. Zombies 2.0 Grant Purpose: 

LISC is providing $9 million in grants through “Zombie Grants Round 2”, an invitation-only 

Request for Applications to municipalities to support programs addressing homeowner 

retention, one-to-four family housing vacancy and property distress prevention, with an 

emphasis on “zombie” property prevention and enforcement.  This second round of funding will 

be directed to municipalities that have the greatest number of vacant houses, high vacants to 

total housing stock ratios, and a significant percentage of residents living below the federal 

poverty line.   LISC anticipates making up to 40 grants to qualified applicants. 

These resources will enable municipalities to partner with New York State to ensure continued 

implementation of, and compliance with, the Zombie Law.  The grant will support the efforts of 

municipalities to prevent future “zombie houses” by connecting homeowners to foreclosure 

prevention programs and by providing some funding for such programs. Funding is also available 

to support municipalities’ programs that address issues related to housing vacancy and distress, 

including those dealing with vacant tax delinquent properties. The LISC Grant funds distributed 

pursuant to this RFA will be made available from funds administered by Enterprise Community 

Partners.  

D. Projects Eligible for Grant Funding: 

LISC proposes to award grants in a range of amounts depending on the scale of the municipality’s 

zombie and other vacant properties problem and its need defined by: 

• The ratio of vacant houses to the total number of houses in the municipality;  

• The size and existing capacity of the municipality; and  

• The scale of residential vacancy within the municipality.  

Funding awards will also be determined based on returning Zombie Grantees’ track record of 

using their Round 1 Zombie grant funds strategically and effectively to address the problem, and 

the quality of the response to this Request for Applications. The grants will be made in two (2), 

three (3) or four (4) disbursements over a 12-month, 18-month or 24-month period, respectively 

for grantees who received Round 1 grants depending on when they complete their deliverables 

for, and finish using, their Round 1 grant awards. Grantees awarded funds for the first time in 

Round 2 will receive four (4) disbursements over a 24-month period.  

Uses of grant funding may include, but is not limited to: 

(1) Hiring or continuing to retain a Vacants/Zombie coordinator or “quarterback” – a 

position designated to focus on the vacants challenge whose role includes some or 

all of the following responsibilities: 
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o Externally inspect and assess known and suspected zombies and vacants 

(unless there is a designated code enforcement officer or multiple officers 

regularly conducting such inspections). 

o Conduct research about suspected vacants and zombies to verify vacancy, 

property ownership, lien history, and current ownership/liens. 

o Organize and staff internal or internal/external vacant task forces to 

prioritize problem vacants and develop multi-departmental and/or 

community-based strategies for addressing these properties. 

o Updating local database, with data from multiple sources, to track vacant 

properties. 

o Research, identify, and apply for resources at the local, state, and federal 

level to support the municipality’s multi-faceted approach to individual 

problem properties or vacancy more generally. 

o Meet with and educate municipal administration officials, legislators and 

municipal leaders to raise the visibility of the issue within the municipality 

and obtain political support and, where possible, resources for the vacants 

work. 

o Serve as an ambassador to the community to educate them about the 

municipality’s approach to vacant and abandoned properties and to engage, 

and partner with neighborhood groups and residents in this work. 

 

(2) Funding code enforcement or other positions to assess vacants and place violations, 

as appropriate, expand capacity to enforce the Zombie Law and use other strategies 

and laws, as applicable, to address other vacants. 

 

(3) Funding legal positions or outside counsel to: 

o Enforce the Zombie Law and other relevant laws specific to housing and 

building codes in court and before administrative agencies. 

o Conduct title and other research in order to craft the most effective legal 

strategies to hold owners and lienholders accountable or free up properties 

for repurposing. 

o Restore out-of-possession homeowners to their homes or assist them with 

short selling their homes or providing deeds in lieu of foreclosure. 

o Research and troubleshoot “probate” or “heir” properties defined as vacant 

properties where the owner has died and left no will or the will has not been 

probated. 

 

(4) Funding any of the above referenced positions to work with banks/servicers to 

resolve issues with liened vacant houses requiring external repairs or demolition. 
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(5) Partnering with the New York State Department of Financial Services to have greater 

Zombie Law enforcement impact including providing data to DFS about failure to 

maintain zombies. 

 

(6) Obtaining new technology and systems or upgrading existing technology such as 

hardware or software and services such as BuildingBlocks licenses (other than for 

CitiesRISE phase 2 grantees), Loveland licenses or those of other similar vendors in 

order to more effectively aggregate and analyze property data, coordinate public 

and private resources and understand and address the collective impact of vacants 

on neighborhoods. 

 

(7) Providing seed money for revolving funds to pay for repairs mandated by the 

Zombie Law so long as there are effective tools and practices in place to result in 

either full recovery of the funds or public acquisition of the property. 

 

(8) Continuing to identify, inventory and assess vacant properties with data collected to 

develop and implement strategies for addressing these properties. 

 

(9) In jurisdictions where there is a NYS certified land bank, community land trust or 

affordable housing developers, partnering with these entities to maximize the 

repurposing of vacants and, when partnering, crafting the plans to do so including 

how the municipality will avail itself of their resources and tools, to address vacants. 

 

(10) Leveraging other partners and funding resources from private, public, nonprofit 

and philanthropic sectors to repurpose vacant and abandoned properties.  

 

(11) Developing and adopting policy and legislative best practices to prevent vacant 

housing and, when vacant, to place it into the hands of responsible new owners who 

will repurpose it quickly and competently. 

 

Some grant funds must be used to more substantially and effectively incorporate equity into 

the analysis of which vacants to target and why. This includes how rehabilitated vacants will be 

sold/rented in a manner that promotes equity, e.g. looking at which groups of people benefit 

from the vacants work in addition to looking at which neighborhoods benefit. 

 

As stated above, proposals may vary from the list of eligible activities above, but applicants must 

submit a narrative describing the proposed initiative that details how it will have an impact on 

zombies and other vacant houses within the municipality. 
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E. Eligibility 

 

Eligible applicants are cities, towns or villages defined as Municipal Corporations in the New York 

State General Construction Law Section 66 (2) and invited to apply in response to this RFA. 

Criteria for inviting applicants include factors such as zombie and vacant house rates and such 

rates as a percentage of all housing stock, foreclosure rates, population size, number and 

percentage of residents living at or below the poverty line, and the municipalities’ demonstrated 

commitment to preventing and remedying the zombie and abandoned properties problem. 

 

In cases where a municipal jurisdiction that has been invited to apply under this RFA also has a 

smaller unit of local government within its boundaries, and that smaller unit of local government 

has its own code enforcement department and legal staff, LISC has requested  those entities  

jointly apply for funds under this RFA.  Please note that joint applicants should submit one 

application; however, joint applicants do not need to have the same proposal or work plan.  

 

Applicants in rural areas, and in less populated counties with small cities and towns within 

them, are encouraged to apply jointly and to involve their county or multiple small counties that 

are comfortable working together. Working collectively with an affordable housing or legal 

nonprofit is also an option. For Joint Applications each applicant municipality will submit its own 

application but within the application designate how much of the grant will be administered 

collectively, by which entity and for what purposes. Some examples are for multiple 

municipalities to designate a portion of their proposed grant to hire a countywide code 

enforcement officer whose role will be to work solely on zombies and vacants throughout the 

county. An attorney or zombie coordinator/quarterback could also be hired to cover a broader 

area than one municipality. 

 

Applicants should have a demonstrated capacity to carry out the activities and projects included 

in this application and must have dedicated staff who will be responsible for executing the goals 

set forth in the application. 

 

Municipalities with fewer than 10,000 residents must have at least 100 vacant one-to-four family 

houses to be eligible. For larger municipalities the ratio of vacant houses to the total number of 

houses will be the significant indicator of the extent of the vacants problem. 

 

F. Awards, Disbursement and Grantee Obligations 

 

LISC will monitor the use of funds and require the Grantees to report quarterly on their use of 

funds, outputs and outcomes. Disbursement decisions will be made every six months and funds 

disbursed if grantees are making reasonable progress on their workplans and on their use of 

funds. LISC will hold back $10,000 from the final disbursement pending receipt of a final report 

delineating the outcomes achieved, lessons learned and effectiveness of their chosen strategies. 

Due to the number of potential awards under this RFA, this is an important opportunity to track 

the impact and efficacy of a wide variety of methods for effectively preventing and combating 
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zombies and vacants. Reporting requirements will be more specifically delineated in a Grant 

Award letter. 

 

G. Pre-Application Conference 

 

LISC will answer questions on two Pre-Application Conference Calls: on February 5, 2019 at 11 

AM and February 21, 2019 at 2 PM. Please e-mail Tarra Laurent at tlaurent@lisc.org and copy 

Helene Caloir at hcaloir@lisc.org  for call access information and to RSVP for the calls. Please also 

e-mail both of us with questions at least two business days beforehand so we can share the 

questions and have more thorough answers ready for the Conference Call. 

 

H.  Additional Questions and Answers 

 

Feel free to e-mail Helene Caloir (hcaloir@lisc.org ) with a copy to Tarra Laurent 

(tlaurent@lisc.org) with any questions you may have about the application. Please do not call us. 

 

I. Additional Information 

 

LISC reserves the right to: 

 

- Not consider any application that does not adhere to the requirements of this RFA; 

 

- Contact and communicate with a municipality to clarify what is contained in its application. 
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GRANT APPLICATION 

Legal Name of Municipal Corporation:  

Type of Municipal Corporation: ☐ Town   ☐ City   ☐ Village  

In which county are you located?  

Population (2010 US Census estimate):  

Total number of one-to-four family 

residential properties: 

 

Number of “zombie” and/or vacant one-to-

four family residential properties: 

 

How does your municipality track these 

numbers, and especially the zombies and 

vacants? 

 

Sources and dates of above property 

information: 

 

Number of residents living below the federal 

poverty line: 

 

Percentage of residents living below the 

federal poverty line: 

 

Number of full time code enforcement 

officers employed by the municipality: 

 

Number of full time code enforcement 

officers working full-time primarily on 

zombies and vacants issues, if any. 

 

Municipal Corporation’s 2018 annual budget: $ 

Requested Grant Amount:  

  

 Point Person To Be Responsible for 

the Grant 

Back-up Point Person To Be 

Responsible for the Grant 

Name:   

Title:   

Agency/Office:   

Address:   

City, ZIP:   

Phone Number:   

Cell phone #:   

Email Address:   
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Summary of Key Proposed Activities (200 word maximum - can be in bullet point form): 

 

 

 

NARRATIVE QUESTIONS: 

In selecting Grantees, LISC will give weight to the following criteria and other factors:  

(1) Extent of Zombie/Vacant One-to-Four Family House Problem and Neighborhoods Most 

Affected, (2) How did you use your Round 1 Zombie Grant (3) Program/Project Proposal, (4) 

Capacity to Implement Program/Project, (5) Other Municipal Resources to be Allocated to 

Program/Project, (6) How Grant Funds Would Be Used: Budget, Work Plan and Timeline, (7) Joint 

Application, (8) Obstacles and Strategies and (9) Expected Outcomes.  The other factors include, 

but are not limited to, (a) the municipality’s population, (b) the number of zombies/vacant 

properties in the municipality, (c) the percentage of vacant houses compared to the number of 

houses and (d) the overall economic distress level of the municipality. 

Applications must demonstrate that resources requested to increase code enforcement and legal 

capacity and all grant funds will be used in a manner such that questions about legal occupancy 

of people other than owners and tenants will be treated with sensitivity and careful due diligence 

will be employed. Applicant must detail the strategies it will use to avoid unintended 

consequences for vulnerable New Yorkers, including resource restricted homeowners, family 

members who live with them, elderly occupants, those with physical and mental health 

challenges, and victims of housing scams. 
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(1) Extent of Zombie/Vacant One-to-Four Family House Problem and Neighborhoods Most 

Affected – not to exceed 500 words.  

 

a. If you are a Zombie Grant Round 1 recipient: [If this is your first zombie grant 

application answer these questions as well as you can, if applicable.] 

i. How many zombies (vacants with liens) have you inventoried in your 

municipality? 

ii. How many other residential vacants have you inventoried in your 

municipality? 

iii. What sources of data have you used to locate them? 

iv. Did you employ a “Windshield Survey” (driving or walking up and down each 

street to observe highly distressed and apparently vacant residences.)? If yes, 

describe: 

v. Describe your database: how many municipal employees use it at least once a 

month? Is it shared among multiple departments? If yes, which ones? Which 

departments input data into the database? How often is the data updated? 

Are you using BuildingBlocks © (Tolemi) or Loveland or another similar 

platform?    

 

b. What are the geographic patterns of your vacants e.g. are they dispersed throughout 

your municipality or are they concentrated in particular neighborhoods or a 

combination? Which neighborhoods are affected if there are particular 

neighborhoods affected? Do you have particular houses, blocks or neighborhoods you 

will be focusing on? 

 

c. If you have mapped your municipality’s vacants using GIS, BuildingBlocks or another 

platform or software, please provide a copy and a legend. 

 

 

(2) How did you use your Round 1 Zombie Grant? – not to exceed 1200 words. (To be 

answered by Round 1 Zombie Grant Recipients only. Feel free to respond in bullet form.) 

 Briefly describe the components of your existing program and the outputs and outcomes:  

e.g. We held three information sessions about foreclosure prevention partnering with a HOPP 

provider (as an output) and three at-risk homeowners at the sessions called the HOPP 

provider for individual counseling (as an outcome). 

 

a. DATA MANAGEMENT AND ANALYSIS 

• Do you regularly pull the list of zombies from the New York State Department of 

Financial Services Registry? How do you use this list? Do you contact banks, 
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servicers and maintenance companies to attempt to obtain compliance with the 

Zombie Law? What are your procedures to obtain compliance? 

• Did you complete a windshield survey (walking and driving all streets to locate 

vacants and highly distressed properties at high risk of becoming vacants) or 

municipal wide housing survey? If yes, how are you using the results? 

• What other sources of data are you using to identify vacant and abandoned 

properties and at-risk homeowners? 

 

b. NEW TECHNOLOGIES 

• Did you buy technology with your Round 1 funding? If yes, what did you purchase? 

Which departments use it?  

• Did you upgrade, replace or buy, for the first time, code enforcement software? 

What impact, if any, is this technology having? How has it affected your 

municipality’s ability to track vacants? 

• Did you buy, or obtains through the CitiesRISE program, a BuildingBlocks (Tolemi), 

Loveland or other similar license? What impact is this having?  

 

c. ORGANIZATIONAL REFORMS 

• Did you hire or designate a zombie coordinator/quarterback? What impact did 

this staff person have on the work? 

• Did you establish and run an interdepartmental task force? What impact is this 

task force having on the work? 

 

d. CODE ENFORCEMENT CAPACITY 

• Did you add additional code enforcement staff? If yes, in what specific ways did 

the extra staff increase your municipality’s capacity to locate, inventory and assess 

zombies and vacants? 

 

e. LEGAL CAPACITY 

• Did you add legal capacity?  

• If yes, in what specific ways did the extra staff increase your municipality’s capacity 

to prosecute violations of the Zombie Law, bring Article 19-A (abandonment) 

actions and otherwise take legal steps to improve housing quality and hold 

accountable those parties responsible for maintenance of zombies and vacants? 

• Did they research and obtain contact information for responsible parties? 

 

f. POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CHANGES 

• Did you change laws, ordinances and policies to enable your municipality to 

manage vacants more effectively? If yes, what did you change and why? What are 

the results of the change? 
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g. OUTREACH 

• How did you connect at-risk homeowners to foreclosure prevention resources? 

What were your outputs and what were your outcomes? If you worked with HOPP 

or other nonprofit partners, what did they do for your municipality? What was the 

impact? 

• Did you develop new outreach or community engagement strategies to inform the 

community about the zombies and vacants work? Did you add vacant and 

abandoned property information to your website? 

 

h. CONSULTANTS 

• If you retained consultants or nonprofits to assist you with the work, who did you 

retain? What was their role? What outputs and outcomes did they create? 

 

i. INNOVATIONS 

• What other projects, if any, did you undertake with Round 1 Zombie Grants? What 

were your results? 

 

j. Have you completed your work plan and finished using your Round 1 Zombie Grant? 

If not, what deliverables are outstanding, how much of the funds remain and how long 

will you need to complete the work? If awarded, when will you be ready to begin a 

Round 2 Zombie Grant: January 2020 (an 18-month grant) or July 2020 ( a 12-month 

grant) 

 

 

(3) Program/Project Proposal – not to exceed 1500 words. 

 

In this section, describe how you propose to use grant funding to prevent and remediate zombie 

and vacant properties. Proposed projects and activities may include, but are not be limited to, one 

or more of the eligible uses listed on pages 5-7 of this Request for Applications.  Be sure to specify 

how the proposed activities will address the problems presented by zombie properties and 

vacant properties   in the subject municipality.  What steps would you take and what resources 

would you deploy to undertake the proposed activities? Explain how these activities are part of 

a broader revitalization plan if you have one. If your municipality was awarded a Round 1 Zombie 

grant, explain how this program or project proposal builds on existing initiatives. These choices 

are merely included as a guide; we welcome new and innovative initiatives for addressing this 

problem. 

 

a. Better understanding the inventory of problem properties is a critical first step to 

developing a comprehensive approach to vacancy and abandonment. How will your 
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program or project proposal result in a better understanding of the inventory of problem 

properties? 

 

b. Assigning a dedicated staff member who reports directly to local executive leadership 

to help improve inter-departmental coordination and align resources and tools is a 

common element among those municipalities that are achieving greater impact. How 

will your program or project proposal foster improved departmental coordination and 

communication and will it include hiring and/or assigning a quarterback for the duration 

of the grant period?  

 

c. Dedicating resources to boost the capacity of code enforcement and legal 

departments can result in a more effective and efficient approach to obtaining the 

maintenance of, and reducing the number of, vacant and abandoned properties. Does 

your proposal boost the capacity of code enforcement and legal departments, and if so, 

what activities will be undertaken with the added capacity? What are the expected 

outcomes? 

d. Innovative partnerships and cross-sector collaborations with strong involvement 

from neighborhood groups and leaders, particularly those most impacted by vacant and 

abandoned properties, is an optimal approach to addressing them. How will your project 

engage partners from the private, public, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors, and what 

specific roles do you expect some of these partners to play? How will you meaningfully 

engage resident groups and leaders? 

e. A comprehensive approach to vacant and abandoned properties must include a plan 

for the public acquisition and temporary holding of at least some problem properties, 

as well as a strategy to dispose of those properties to responsible owners in a way that 

supports community goals and neighborhood priorities. Do you anticipate temporarily 

acquiring and holding zombies or vacants, or working with a local land bank, community 

land trust or affordable housing partner to acquire and hold, for which enforcement 

efforts could not achieve compliance? If so, what are your maintenance and disposition 

strategies or strategies for working with these partners? 

f. In order to begin to reverse the adverse effects of redlining and successfully build 

more inclusive neighborhoods of opportunity, tackling vacant and abandoned 

properties must prioritize equity as a core principle and a desired outcome. What 

specific strategies will you include in your project to prioritize equity as a core principle, 

and a desired outcome?  
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(4) Capacity to Implement Program/Project – not to exceed 500 words: 

a. If your municipality received a Round 1 Zombie grant, which departments or 

agencies carried out the activities and how were they staffed? Roughly what 

percentage of each position’s time was allocated to the activities? 

b. If you receive a Round 2 Zombie grant, which departments or agencies will 

carry out the activities and how will they be staffed? What percentage of each 

listed position’s time will be allocated to the activities? 

 

 

(5) Other Municipal Resources to be Allocated to Program/Project - not to exceed 250 words. 

a. What specific financial and in-kind Municipal resources would you use, in 

addition to the Grant, to carry out your Round 2 projects/activities? 

b. What external resources, if any, would you use or create to leverage the Grant 

funds? 

 

(6) How Grant Funds Would Be Used With Budget, Work Plan and Timeline 

Please complete the attached budget, work plan and timeline spreadsheet. Note: 

The spreadsheet has Quarters 1 through 8 on it. For one-year grants, the applicant will fill 

out Q1-4, for 18-month grants from Q1-Q6 and for two-year grants from Q1-8. It will ask 

for goals, activities and outcomes, budgets for activities and personnel, and timelines 

divided into calendar quarters. 

 

(7) If you are a municipality submitting a Joint Application answer the following questions: 

a. Which municipal applicants are you partnering with? List them. 

b. Are all the municipalities located in one county or one economic development 

region? If yes, which one? 

c. Who are the municipalities partnering with? E.g. a nonprofit, a county, an 

economic development region entity. 

d. What will your pooled portions of the grants be used for? Which municipality, 

other governmental entity or nonprofit will be supervising any staff hired with 

the pooled grant funds? 

 

        (8) Obstacles and Strategies to Overcome Them 

What do you see as your biggest obstacles or challenges to implementing your 

plan for use of the grant and what are your strategies for overcoming them? 
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(9) Expected Outcomes - not to exceed 500 words. 

What do you plan to accomplish with use of these Grant funds? What specific 

outputs and outcomes will you have at the end of the grant period? Set out your 

goals and outcomes for each project/activity described above. Feel free to put 

them in bullet form. 

The nature of the deliverables will, of course, vary based on your selected projects 

e.g. if you select increasing the capacity of your Corporation Counsel, are there 

specific types of cases, investigations etc. that you would use the increased 

capacity for and what impact will they have on e.g. property maintenance? 

 

DOCUMENTATION 

If selected as a grant recipient the Grant Award Letter will require execution by a duly authorized 

signatory of your municipality. Proof of insurance and other required documents including a final 

work plan and budget will be required for disbursement of the grant. 
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Church, Alexandra

From: Helene Caloir <HCaloir@lisc.org>
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 11:13 PM
To: Donat, Joseph
Cc: Church, Alexandra; Horton, William; NYS Housing Stabilization Fund; Tarra Laurent; 

Helene Caloir
Subject: Invitation to Apply for Zombies 2.0- Newburgh (City)
Attachments: Zombies 2.0 RFA FINAL-1-25-19 (1).docx; Copy of FINAL Zombie Grant 2.0 - 

Budget_Goals_Timeline_Outcomes 1-25-19.xlsx

Dear Mayor Harvey, 
 
It is with much excitement that Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) invites the City of Newburgh to 
apply for a grant through Zombies 2.0, the second round of the Zombie and Vacant Properties Remediation and 
Prevention Initiative. 
 
The $9 million LISC will grant through Zombies 2.0 is intended to help municipal leaders across New York 
State support programs addressing housing vacancy remediation and prevention and homeowner retention and 
enforcement of the “Abandoned Property Neighborhood Relief Act of 2016” known as the “Zombie Law.  
  
The City of Newburgh is invited to apply for a grant of up to $200,000. LISC arrived at this maximum by 
looking at factors including population, the ratio of vacant housing to total housing units, and financial 
challenges. If your municipality has a Round 1 Zombie Grant, we also considered how much has been expended 
to date, how much is undisbursed, what deliverables are outstanding and the time it will take for you to 
complete Round 1. Because we anticipate making up to 40 grants, grant applications may be funded at less than 
the total amount requested. 

 
The Request for Applications is attached to this e-mail. It consists of two documents: the narrative questions 
and the work plan, timeline and budget spreadsheet. Responses to the application are due by Friday, March 8, 
2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
 
LISC will host two conference calls to answer questions about the initiative on Tuesday, February 5, 2019 at 
11 AM and on Thursday, February 21, 2019 at 2 PM. Please do not call with questions but feel free to e-mail.
  
David, Tarra and I look forward to receiving your application. 
  
Regards, 
Helene 
 
 

Helene O. Caloir, Director 
LISC - New York State Housing Stabilization Fund 
501 Seventh Avenue, 7th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
hcaloir@lisc.org  
(o)  212-455-9338 
(m) 718-757-4009 
http://www.lisc.org/our-initiatives/affordable-housing/housing-stabilization-fund/  
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The information transmitted in this e-mail is intended solely for the individual or entity to which it is addressed 
and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use 
of or taking action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is 
prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any 
computer.  



RESOLUTION NO.:                    - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 

AN AGREEMENT WITH ORANGE-ULSTER BOCES 

FOR THE STORAGE OF ARCHIVED MUNICIPAL RECORDS 

 

 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 271-2017 of September 25, 2017, the City Council of the 

City of Newburgh authorized the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Orange-Ulster 

BOCES, at a cost of approximately $3,000.00 for pick-up, delivery, retrieval and storage of the 

City’s archived municipal records; and 

 

 WHEREAS, wishes to renew the agreement with Orange-Ulster BOCES for another year; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the cost for these services is approximately $306.00 per month and shall be 

derived from A.1460.0448 Records Management—Other Services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into this agreement is in the best 

interests of the City of Newburgh; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into the agreement 

with Orange-Ulster BOCES, in substantially the same form as annexed hereto with any other 

provision that Counsel may require, at a cost of $306.00 per month for pick-up, delivery, retrieval 

and storage of the City’s archived municipal records. 

 

 

 

 

























 2019 Budget Council Adopted

Values

Dept Department 
Name Fund

ACCOUNT NO ACCOUNT 
DESCRIPTION Description of Request   2015 Actual  2016 Actuals

 2017 Actuals  2018 Budget  2018 Adj Budget
 2018 Actual 
through 8/31/18

 2019 Budget 
Department Needs

 2019 Budget 
Managers 
Proposed

 2019 Council 
Adopted

1460
Records 
Managemem A A.1460.0201 OFFICE EQUIPMENT..  315$                      4,491$                 -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0201 Total 315$                    4,491$               -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    
A.1460.0203 AIR CONDITIONING  -$                       -$                     -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0203 Total -$                     -$                   -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    

A.1460.0413
OFFICE SUPPLIES & 
POSTAGE..  29$                        -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0413 Total 29$                      -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    
A.1460.0421.0001 CELL PHONE..  -$                       -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0421.0001 Total -$                     -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    
A.1460.0441 PRINTING..  375$                      685$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0441 Total 375$                    685$                  -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    

A.1460.0448 OTHER SERVICES..
Storage of Archival Records for 2019 at Orange 
Ulster BOCES facility; 2018-19 Boces contract 9$                          -$                     -$                     3,000$                    3,000$                   1,530$                      9,000$                      9,000$                9,000$                  

A.1460.0448 Total 9$                        -$                   -$                  3,000$                  3,000$                 1,530$                   9,000$                   9,000$              9,000$                

A.1460.0448.0008
OTHER SERVICES-
BOOKBINDING..

RECORDS Management;Note funds are needed 
in Records Management - and must be carried 
there to qualify the City for grant funding.  Boces 
Contract re Archival material storage/ and Boces 
records management agreement -$                       -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         12,000$                    12,000$              12,000$                

A.1460.0448.0008 Total -$                     -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       12,000$                 12,000$            12,000$              

A.1460.0453
DUES & 
SUBSCRIPTIONS..  470$                      470$                     477$                    520$                       520$                      -$                         520$                         520$                   520$                     

A.1460.0453 Total 470$                    470$                  477$                  520$                     520$                    -$                       520$                      520$                 520$                   

A.1460.0461
TRAVEL AND 
CONFERENCE..  295$                      -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0461 Total 295$                    -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    
A.1460.0463 EDUCATION..  88$                        -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0463 Total 88$                      -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    

A.1460.0499
FINANCIAL PLAN 
SAVINGS  -$                       -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0499 Total -$                     -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                  -$                    

A.1460.0860.0001
HEALTH INSURANCE-
RETIREES  1,422$                   -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0860.0001 Total 1,422$                 -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    

A.1460.0860.0002
HEALTH INSURANCE-
RETIREES  629$                      -$                     -$                     -$                        -$                       -$                         -$                         -$                    -$                      

A.1460.0860.0002 Total 629$                    -$                   -$                  -$                     -$                    -$                       -$                       -$                  -$                    
1460 Total 3,631$                   5,646$                 477$                    3,520$                    3,520$                   1,530$                      21,520$                    21,520$              21,520$                
Grand Total 3,631$                   5,646$                 477$                    3,520$                    3,520$                   1,530$                      21,520$                    21,520$              21,520$                
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RESOLUTION NO.:                  - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 

A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH MOUNTAIN VALLEY GUIDES LLC 

FOR ACCESS TO AND THE USE OF THE WASHINGTON STREET BOAT LAUNCH 

AND UNICO PARK TO PROVIDE KAYAK RENTALS AND TOURS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 54-2016 of March 14, 2016, Resolution No. 93-2017 of 

April 6, 2017, and Resolution No. 54-2018 of February 26, 2018, the City Council of the City of 

Newburgh authorized the City Manager to enter into a license agreement with Mountain Valley 

Guides LLC for access to and the use of the Washington Street Boat Launch and Unico Park to 

provide kayak rentals and tours; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Mountain Valley Guides LLC and the City of Newburgh wish to renew the 

license agreement for the 2019 season; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has examined the license agreement annexed hereto and 

determined that entering into such license agreement is in the best interests of the City of 

Newburgh; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York, that the Interim City Manager be and is hereby authorized to execute and enter into the 

attached license agreement, in substantially the same form and with other terms as Corporation 

Counsel may require, on behalf of the City of Newburgh, with Mountain Valley Guides LLC for 

access to and the use of the Washington Street Boat Launch and Unico Park. 



AGREEMENT 

 

THIS AGREEMENT, entered into this ______ day of ____________, 2019, by and 

between: 

 

THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, a municipal corporation having its principal place of 

business at 83 Broadway, City Hall, Newburgh, New York 12550, hereinafter called the "City"; and  

 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY GUIDES LLC, a limited liability company having its principal 

place of business at 2 Idlewild Avenue, Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York 12520 hereinafter called 

"Licensee". 

 

WITNESSETH, that the City and Licensee, for consideration hereinafter named, agree as 

follows: 

 

ARTICLE 1:  Term. 

 

This Agreement shall run from May 18, 2019 to October 14, 2019. 

 

ARTICLE 2:  Obligation of the City. 

 

A. The City shall grant to the Licensee a non-exclusive revocable license to access and the use 

of the Washington Street Boat Launch in the City of Newburgh for the purpose of launching 

kayaks in connection with providing kayak rentals and tours to the general public on Saturdays 

and Sundays and 3 Monday holidays during the period of time set forth in Article 1 above.  The 

City will allocate parking spaces with parking passes for 2 trucks/trailers in the Washington Street 

Boat Launch parking area to the Licensee. 

 

B. The City shall grant to the licensee a non-exclusive revocable license to access and the use 

of Unico Park in the City of Newburgh for the purpose of erecting a pop-up tent from which to 

sell tickets for the kayak rentals and tours during the time period set forth in Article 1 and Article 

2, paragraph A above. 

 

ARTICLE 3:  Obligation of Licensee. 

 

A.  The Licensee shall ensure that all supplies, including the tent, are stored off-site each night.   

 

B. The Licensee shall pay the cost of all personnel, supplies and equipment necessary and 

proper for the kayak rentals and tours as is required by their use thereof. 

 

C. The Licensee agrees that he, she or it shall, at all times, comply with all rules and 

regulations adopted by the City for the operation of the Washington Street Boat Launch and 

Unico Park which are now in force or which may be hereafter adopted.  The Licensee further 

agrees to comply with all rules, regulations, laws and ordinances promulgated the County of 



Orange, State of New York including but not limited to the rules and regulations of the Orange 

County Department of Health.  The Licensee further agrees to comply with all laws of the State of 

New York and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder including but not limited to the 

Co-Operative Agreement between the City of Newburgh and the DEC dated June 6, 1997, as 

amended. 

 

D. It is expressly understood and agreed by the parties hereto that the Licensee is an 

independent contractor and not an employee of the City and that any persons employed, retained 

or engaged by the Licensee to perform the services authorized hereunder shall be employees of the 

Licensee and not of the City.  The Licensee shall inform persons so employed, retained or engaged 

of these facts. 

 

E.  The Licensee assumes all risk in the operation of this service and shall be solely responsible 

and answerable in damages for all accidents or injuries to persons or property and hereby 

covenants and agrees to indemnify and keep harmless the City and all Departments of the City of 

Newburgh and their officers and employees from any and all claims, suits, losses, damage or injury 

to persons or property of whatsoever kind and nature due to the negligence or improper conduct 

of the Licensee or any servant, agent or employee, which responsibility shall be limited to the 

insurance coverage herein provided for. 

 

F.  The Licensee shall cooperate with City authorities to provide necessary security and 

supervision of minors, participating in lessons or present as spectators, during the period of this 

agreement.  The Licensee shall be liable for any damage done to the premises by its officers, agents, 

servants, employees or invitees during the period of this agreement. 

 

ARTICLE 4:  Payment. 

 

A.  The Licensee shall pay to the City, as and for a fee for access to and the use of the 

Washington Street Boat Launch and Unico Park during the period of this agreement $750.00. 

 

ARTICLE 5:  Insurance. 

 

The Licensee shall not commence activities nor perform any work under this agreement until it 

has obtained all insurance required under this paragraph and such insurance has been approved 

by the City. 

 

A. Compensation Insurance - The Licensee shall take out and maintain during the life of this 

agreement such Workers' Compensation Insurance for its employees or members to be assigned to 

the work hereunder as may be required by New York State Law.  

 

B. General Liability and Property Damage Insurance - The Licensee shall take out and 

maintain during the life of this agreement such general liability and property damage insurance as 

shall protect it and the City which shall be named as additional insured on all such policies from 

claims for damages for personal injury including accidental death, as well as from claims for 



property damage which may arise from operations under this agreement. The amounts of such 

insurance shall be as follows:  

 

1. General Liability Insurance in an amount not less than $1,000,000.00 for injuries 

including wrongful death to any one person and subject to the same limit for each person, in an 

amount not less than $3,000,000.00 on account of any one occurrence. 

 

2. Property Damage Insurance in an amount not less than $50,000.00 for damage on 

account of all occurrences.   

 

The Licensee shall furnish the above insurance to the City and shall also name the City as an 

additional named insured in said policies.  Such insurance shall be maintained in force during the 

entire term of this agreement. 

 

C. Any accident shall be reported to the Office of the City Manager as soon as possible and 

not later than twenty-four hours from the time of such accident.  A detailed written report must be 

submitted to the City as soon thereafter as possible as and not later than three (3) days after the 

date of such accident. 

 

ARTICLE 6:  Representations of Licensee. 

 

The Licensee represents and warrants: 

 

A. That it is financially solvent and that it is experienced and competent to perform the type 

of work, conduct the activities or to furnish the consideration to be furnished by it; and  

 

B. That it is familiar with and will abide by and enforce all federal, state, municipal and 

department laws, ordinances and regulations which may in any way affect the work or play or those 

employed or engaged therein.  It is understood and agreed between the parties that the Licensee 

shall have no right to control the actions of City employees nor any duty to supervise the actions of 

City employees.  

 

ARTICLE 7:  Permits and Regulations. 

 

The Licensee shall procure and pay for all permits and licenses necessary for the services to be 

rendered hereunder. 

 

ARTICLE 8:  Termination of the Agreement. 

 

Each party shall have the right to stop work or terminate this agreement under the following terms 

and conditions: 

 

1.  (a) A party refuses or fails to perform any of its obligations under this agreement; or  

 



(b) A party fails or refuses to comply with all applicable laws or ordinances; or 

 

(c) A party is guilty of substantial violation of any provision of this agreement. 

 

2.  Each party, at its sole discretion and, with or without cause, may, without prejudice to any 

other rights or remedy it may have, by fourteen (14) days’ notice to the other party, terminate the 

agreement for the party’s convenience.  

 

ARTICLE 9:  Damages. 

 

It is hereby mutually covenanted and agreed that the relation of the Licensee to the City as to the 

work to be performed by it under this agreement shall be that of an independent contractor.  As 

an independent contractor, it will be responsible for all damage, loss or injury to persons or 

property that may arise in or be incurred during the conduct and progress of said performances 

arising out of the negligent performance, other than those wholly caused by Acts of God.  The 

Licensee shall make good any damages that may occur in consequence of the performances or any 

part of it.  The Licensee shall assume all blame, loss and responsibility of any nature by reason of 

the Licensee’s neglect or violation of any federal, state, county or local laws, regulations or 

ordinances applicable to the Licensee and/or the nature of its performance or arising out of its 

activities licensed hereby. 

 

ARTICLE 10:  Indemnity and Save Harmless Agreement. 

 

A. The Licensee agrees to indemnify and save the City, its officers, agents and employees 

harmless from any liability imposed upon the City, its officers, agents and/or employees arising 

from the negligence, active or passive, of the Licensee, which responsibility shall be limited to the 

insurance coverage herein provided and consistent with Article 3(E) of this Agreement. 

 

B. The City agrees to indemnify and save the Licensee, its officers, agents and employees 

harmless from any liability imposed upon the Licensee, its officers, agents and/or employees 

arising from the negligence, active or passive, of the City. 

 

ARTICLE 11:  No Assignment. 

 

The Licensee is hereby prohibited from assigning, transferring, conveying, subletting or otherwise 

disposing of this agreement or of its right, title or interest in this agreement or its power to execute 

this agreement to any other person or corporation without the previous consent in writing of the 

City. 

 

ARTICLE 12:  Required Provisions of Law. 

 

Each and every provision of law and clause required by law to be inserted in this agreement shall 

be deemed to have been inserted herein.  If any such provision is not inserted through mistake or 



otherwise, then upon the application of either party, this agreement shall be physically amended 

forthwith to make such insertion. 

 

ARTICLE 13:  Notices and Communication. 

 

A. Any and all notices and payments required hereunder shall be addressed as follows or to 

such other address as may hereafter be designated in writing by either party hereto: 

 

TO:   The City of Newburgh   

City Manager 

City Hall, 83 Broadway 

Newburgh, New York 12550 

            (845) 569-7301 

 

TO:   Bill Garrison, Licensee 

Mountain Valley Guides LLC 

            2 Idlewild Avenue 

Cornwall-on-Hudson, New York 12520 

            (845)  

 

B. All communication concerning the Licensee’s activities and programs provided under this 

Agreement shall be directed to the Licensee.  The City shall not direct any official communication 

to those employed, retained or engaged by the Licensee to perform the services authorized 

hereunder unless otherwise directed in writing by the Licensee to the City. 

 

ARTICLE 14:  Waiver. 

 

No waiver of any breach of any condition of the agreement shall be binding unless in writing and 

signed by the party waiving said breach. No such waiver shall in any way affect any other term or 

condition of this agreement or constitute a cause or excuse for a repetition of such or any other 

breach unless the waiver shall include the same. 

 

ARTICLE 15:  Modification: 

 

This agreement constitutes the complete understanding of the parties. No modification or any 

provisions thereof shall be valid unless in writing and signed by both parties. 

 

 

 

Remainder of this page intentionally left blank 

 

 

 



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this agreement to be executed on the 

day and year first above written. 

 

                         THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 

 

                                By: _________________________________ 

                                         JOSEPH P. DONAT 

                                         Interim City Manager 

      Per Res. No.: 

   

 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY GUIDES LLC 

 

 

                                  By: _________________________________ 

      Bill Garrison 

       

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

________________________________ 

MICHELLE KELSON 

Corporation Counsel 

 

 

________________________________ 

TODD VENNING 

City Comptroller 

 

 
 





GENESIS RAMOS 
  
  

140 Benkard Avenue, Newburgh, NY 12550 (845)857-8938 ♦ genesisramos192@gmail.com  

    PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY     

Versatile manager with vast experience in Human Services. Effective and dedicated to top outcomes. Excellent time manager, 

communicator and problem solver. 

     SKILLS     

 Bilingual (English/Spanish) 

 Strong Presentation & Public speaking skills 

 Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

 Community networking 

 Crisis Intervention 

 Program Development  

     WORK HISTORY     

Manager of Youth Development & Community Services, 10/2018-Present  

Hudson River Healthcare- Peekskill, NY  

 Developing, coordinating, and implementing comprehensive youth programs including evidence-based programs and parent 

interventions focused on topics such as but not limited to: sexual health, mental health, teen dating violence prevention, 

nutrition, independent living skills, and homelessness within Peekskill, Yonkers, & Spring Valley.   

 Designing and leading initiatives to increase community engagement through outreach, education, programming and reduction 

of barriers.  

 Implementing appropriate strategies to ensure that community-based programming leads to increased and improved health 

outcomes. 

 Establishing and maintaining positive relationships between Hudson River Healthcare and external community partners with a 

high level of strategic planning and capacity building. 

 Supervision of Health Educators, AmeriCorps, and youth enrolled in programs. 

 Completion of monthly reports for grant funders and all program-based documentation.  

 

Medical Case Manager, 08/2016 to 10/2018  

Hudson River Healthcare – Peekskill, NY 

 Responsible for providing comprehensive case management services including creating treatment plans, referrals to appropriate 

resources and medication management to 40 individuals living with HIV.  

 Working with different disciplines within the practice and externally to provide cohesive and comprehensive care to patients. 

 Effective relationship building with diverse patient populations such as LGBTQ, homeless, undocumented, formerly incarcerated 

and individuals with disabilities. 

 Counseling and educating patients about sexual health issues and wellness. Expertise in STDs, HIV and sexual health. 

 Documentation of Quality Improvement (QI) to identify performance areas for improvement. 

 Organizing one support group per month in subjects related to physical and emotional health to ensure long-term patient well-

being. 

 Providing patient diagnoses under strict time constraints to foster appropriate linkage to care. 

 Conducting outreach and education throughout the community to raise awareness of services and sexual health. 

 Completing documentation in electronic medical records system, monthly report, and all mandated state and in-service training. 

 Co-Chairing for the Mid & Lower Hudson ETE (Ending the Epidemic) committee to organize statewide efforts in ending the 

AIDS epidemic in New York State by 2020. Leading and organization of meetings and region projects.  

Bilingual Advocate, 05/2015 to 07/2016  

Safe Homes of Orange County – Newburgh, NY 

 Provided culturally competent support and advocacy services in Spanish/English to victims of domestic violence and human 

trafficking. 

 Provided emotional support, crisis intervention and safety planning. 

 Completed shelter screenings, phone client intakes and hotline calls to increase the organizations scope in the community. 



 Accompanied, liaised, and advocated for clients in different systems such as:  Family and criminal courts, police departments, 

social services, district attorney’s office, and attorneys’ offices to close gap in obtainment of services due to cultural and language 

barriers.  

 Completed ride alongs with different police jurisdictions in Orange County to support in domestic call responses in the city of 

Newburgh, Port Jervis, & Montgomery/Maybrook.  

 Provided education of court processes and writing/filing of petitions for child custody/support and restraining orders.  

 Engaged the community and established relationships with external agencies and organizations through outreach and education to 

expand knowledge of services and domestic violence awareness in settings such as schools, churches, healthcare facilities, and 

non-profits.  

Youth Care Counselor, 10/2014 to 05/2015  

St. Christopher's, Inc. – New Windsor, NY 

 Completed clear and concise documentation of youth behavior and actions.  

 Monitored youth behavior and offered guidance and support. 

 Advocated for troubled youth to provide access to resources. 

 Coordinated and facilitated in house actives, community outings, and independent living skills group. 

Saturday Activity Program Coordinator, 03/2013 to 03/2015  

Independent Living Inc – Newburgh, NY 

 Supervision of a weekly community engagement program for youth with disabilities.  

 Supervised program assistant and all participants of the group to assure safety and efficacy of program.  

 Researched and proposed community outing ideas for the program. 

 Transported participants in company vehicle, completed Medicaid paperwork, petty cash requisition and managed all participants 

monies.  

Daycare Assistant, 08/2012 to 10/2014  

Pamela's Creative Corner – Monroe, NY 

 Organized and engaged in recreational activities, daily lessons and schedules. 

 Developed and assisted in implementation of age appropriate curriculum for infants, toddlers and children up to age 5.  

 Maintained accurate and detailed records, including staff and child files on enrollments, attendance, health and safety, emergency 

contact information and incident reports. 

 Communicated with parents through enrollment, tours, newsletters, conferences and direct personal communication. 

 Operated in accordance with company and state licensing standards. 

EDUCATION                                   

Master of Public Administration: Currently enrolled, 2020 

Marist College- Poughkeepsie, New York 

 Healthcare Administration Concentration  

 

Bachelor of Arts: Sociology: Human Services Concentration, 2015  

SUNY New Paltz - New Paltz, NY 

 Graduated Cum Laude 

 Member of International Sociology Honors Society 

 Completed two internships: Office for New Americans, Newburgh, New York & Safe Homes of Orange County, Newburgh, New 

York  

Associate of Science: Human Services, 2013  

Orange County Community College - Newburgh, NY 

 Dean's List every semester 

 Completed two internships: Independent Living Inc., Newburgh, New York & Restorative Management, Newburgh, New York 

 



LAURA P. GARCIA 

 

914-805-4896 ● lauramxgarcia@gmail.com 
To promote universal equity through immigration services and racial justice. 

Professional Experiencea 
YWCA Orange County, Racial Justice Program Manager          Jun 2014- Present 

 MIDA (Mexican Initiative for Deferred Action) Project 

 Facilitated DACA applications for 30 individuals; community and outreach to thousands 

o Prepared evidence packages and intake forms to assist applicants with 

immigration process for USCIS 

 Founder of Dreamers With No Borders 

o Educated and empower the Latino, undocumented and migrant community 

through the attainment of higher education and civic engagement 

o Supported college groups to develop Dreamer groups 

o Created Emergency DACA scholarship to assist with the DACA 495  renewal fee 

o Capacitated group members to run college workshops for undocumented students 

 Founder of Mujeres Latinas Del Hudson Valley 

o Empowered women to run their own meetings 

o Bridge relationships between participants and local agencies to support each 

other 

o Created a safe space for women to support each other in personal matters 

 Undoing Racism workshop organizer 

o Facilitate monthly anti-racist discussions with workshop participants and 

community agencies 

 Teaching Tough Topics 

o Provided over eighty educators with support for teaching contemporary 

controversial issues and promoting civic discourse in the classroom 

 Immigrants Vote Campaign 

o Educated and registered high school and college students to vote 

o 80% percent of registered community members were people of color 

o Intent to closing barrier for people of colors to register to vote 

 Wrote grants to fund YWCA programs 

o Received 40,000 of grand funding 

 Liberty Defense Project Program manager 

o Developed immigration access for Orange County residents 

o Led “Know Your Rights” workshops for high school and the undocumented 

community 

o Created a family preparedness toolkit for undocumented families and was 

translated in various languages by local board of education 

o Screened over 300 individuals for legal assistance 

o Educated non traditional allies on myths and realities of immigration 

 Rural and Migrant Ministry Board of Directors                        Jan 1999- Present 
 Chosen as Vice President of the Board of Directors. 2010-2012 

o First young Latina to be elected as vice president for New York state  

 Assistant Director to annual Summer Leadership Camp for farmworker children 

o 25 year alumni of annual summer camp 

o Managed week long activities 

o Coordinated 30 camp staff to ensure safety 100 campers 

o Key translator between parents and children 

 Master of Ceremonies for the annual NYC fundraising dinner with 150 guests. 2008 and 2010 



 Rural Women’s Conference Keynote 2013 

o Led workshops on immigration, civic engagement, and empowerment. 

 Met with national politicians and activists to raise awareness of New York farmworkers  over the 

past 15 years 

 Walked side-by-side with Dolores Huerta and Kerry Kennedy, In multiple marches in Albany for 

support for farmworkers 

 Led presentation to churches and various school groups about the lack of rights farm workers 

have in NY 

 Actively traveling through the NY state to bring awareness and to support farmworkers  

Consulting Outreach Representative, Hudson Valley Community Coalition        Sep 2013-2014 
 Project consultant for bilingual outreach events including immigration clinics. 

o Framed relationship with local organization to garnership support for programing 

o Designed publicity and internal documents in Spanish 

 Planned fundraising events 

o Showcased local documentaries for monetary support of organization programs 

 Press conference spokesperson with Representative Maloney and Assemblyman Skartados 

o Engaged in press conferences to support program topics 

Outreach Representative, Planned Parenthood of the Mid-Hudson Valley         Aug 2013-2014 
 Evaluated, redesigned, and implemented effective community outreach, education, and event 

strategies 

 Represented the organization at health fairs, events, and through canvassing neighborhoods 

 Increased Latino participation in health services 

 Offered tangible information to Spanish speakers 

 Motivated and encourage people of color to check their health 

 Established relationships with non traditional allies 

Frequent Contributor                   University/Educational Presenter  
 La Voz                                                                                          Bard College, 2014 & 2015 

 Featured in News Stories                                           Mount Saint Mary College 2016 & 2017 

 Times Herald Record                                                 Dutchess Community College 2017 & 2018 

 Local Univison News                                               Newburgh Free Academy 2016,2017 & 2018 

 Women of the World                                                           Catholic Charities2016,2017, &  2018 

                                                                                                                                      NYCLU 2018 

AWARDS   

 Liberty Bell Award          Orange County Women’s Bar Association 2018 
 Rising Stars Award 40 Under 40                                                  Hispanic Coalition NY, Inc. 2017 

 Spotlight Inspiration Award                                             Orange County Democratic Women 2017 

 Sixteen to Watch in 2016                           Times Herald Record 2016 

 Award Recipient                                                  Orange County Human Rights Commission 2015  

 Treasurer and Commissioner                                                     Newburgh Housing Authority 2014 

 Dreamer Award                              The Latino Democratic Committee of the Hudson Valley 2013 

 Proclamation Recognition                              New York State Congress 2013 

 Citation Recognition      New York State Assembly 2013 

 

SKILLS/EDUCATION                                                                                                                      
 Public speaking. Event and meeting planning. Excellent communication and leadership skills. 

Problem solving. Grant writing. Program coordinator. Problem solving and decision making. 

Leadership. Adaptability. Creativity. Self-motivation.  

 Associates in Liberal Arts And Science – Humanities And Social Science 

             Dutchess Community College , Dutchess  New York 



RESOLUTION NO.: __________ - 2019 

 

OF 

 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

TO OPPOSE THE  

PROPOSED DANSKAMMER FRACKED GAS PLANT EXPANSION 

 

WHEREAS, Danskammer Energy, LLC, seeks a permit through the State’s Article 10 power 

plant siting process to build and operate a gas power plant with a generating capacity of 525 - 575 

megawatts on the shores of the Hudson River in the Town of Newburgh, adjacent to the City of 

Newburgh; and 

 

WHEREAS, the current power plant located at the site operates only when electric 

generation demand reaches a peak so that it operates only about 5% of the time; and  

 

WHEREAS, a new power plant would be planned to operate for decades to come as a year-

round facility that would operate continuously for an estimated 60 – 70% of the time, burning far 

more fossil fuel and producing considerably more air pollution than the current plant; and  

 

WHEREAS, gas-powered plants produce pollution that harms air quality locally and the 

public’s health through release of contaminants including the chemical precursors that form smog; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, children, the elderly and anyone with a pre-existing health conditions affecting 

their lungs, such as asthma or emphysema, is especially harmful; and  

 

WHEREAS, air quality in the Hudson Valley already violates federal air quality standards 

on some days; and 

 

WHEREAS, everyone has a right to clean air and a safe and healthy environment; and   

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh includes communities and census blocks that qualify as 

environmental justice communities under state law and therefore are entitled to extra protection to 

minimize additional harms through public policy decisions affecting their environmental quality; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, climate change is causing sea level rise, extreme weather, massive forest fires, 

flooding and greater precipitation which necessitates shifting critical infrastructure from areas that 

will flood in the future such as the proposed location for this facility; and 

 



WHEREAS, a large, new gas-powered plant operating at close to baseload capacity will 

produce millions of metric tons of climate-heating pollution that would fuel the growing climate 

crisis, contrary to the interests of the City of Newburgh and in contradiction to the State’s Energy 

Plan and Clean Energy Standard of 50% renewable energy generation to be available on the electric 

grid by 2030, which Governor Cuomo more recently increased to 100% by 2040, as well as contrary 

to the strong advice of the world’s scientists as relayed by the most recent report from the United 

Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (UN IPCC); and 

 

WHEREAS, New York State banned fracking to protect our health and protect the climate, 

but this facility would use fracked gas, which is especially dangerous to air and water quality of the 

communities outside of New York from which it is extracted, and the City of Newburgh does not 

seek increased harms on any community, including outside of New York State, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Wall Street investors in this project, primarily the private equity firm Tiger 

Infrastructure and its backers, will enjoy profits from the facility but will not provide any benefits to 

the City or its residents, and  

 

WHEREAS, under Article 10 of the State’s Public Service Law, the State’s Power Plan Siting 

Board, a majority of whose members are appointed by Governor Cuomo, will consider Danskammer 

Energy’s application; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Newburgh 

urges Governor Cuomo and the Power Plant Siting Board convened under Article 10 of the State 

Public Service Law to reject Danskammer Energy’s proposal to build and operate this large, new 

polluting facility; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Newburgh urges other 

nearby municipalities, Orange County, and other state-level elected officials including the City’s 

representatives in the State Senate and Assembly to also oppose Danskammer Energy’s proposal; 

and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk of the City of Newburgh, New York 

forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew Cuomo, N.Y. Public Service Commission 

Chairman John B.  Rhodes for entry into the record of public comments of the consideration under 

state law of Danskammer Energy’s application, and to N.Y. Assembly Member Jonathan Jacobson, 

and N.Y. Senator James Skoufis; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Newburgh municipal government, 

including the City Manager and Corporation Counsel, shall take any and all actions necessary and 

proper to oppose the proposed application to expand the Danskammer Energy Facility. 

   



The City of Newburgh 
Office of the Corporation Counsel 

 
City Hall – 83 Broadway 

Newburgh, New York 12550 
 

    Michelle Kelson                                  Tel. (845) 569-7335       Jeremy Kaufman          
Corporation Counsel            Fax. (845) 569-7338                     Assistant Corporation Counsel 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel 

 

FROM: Jeremy Kaufman, Assistant Corporation Counsel 

 

RE:  Intervenor Funding, Danskammer Energy Project 

 

DATE:  February 11, 2019 

 

Please consider this memorandum on the issue of whether, and under what circumstances, the City 

could receive “Intervenor Funding” in connection with the proposed Danskammer Energy Project. 

 

Pursuant to Article 10 of the Public Service Law (“PSL”), project applicants are required to provide 

funds that serve to defray expenses incurred by certain parties when those parties participate in 

various stages of the application process.  The funds are known as “intervenor” funds.  The 

application process is called a “certification proceeding.”   

 

PSL §166 outlines who may become a “party” to a certification proceeding.  The City’s clearest path 

to becoming a party for the Danskammer project is through PSL §166(1)(m), which is any 

“municipality or resident of such municipality located within a five mile radius of such proposed 

facility, if it or the resident has filed with the board a notice of intent to become a party, within forty-

five days after the date given in the published notice as the date for filing of the application.”  

According to GIS mapping, the City is less than 5 miles from the Danskammer facility. 

 

In addition, the applicant filed its Preliminary Scoping Statement (i.e. its application) on February 

8, 2019.  Thus, the City would also have to file a notice of intent to become a party with the New 

York State Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment on or before March 25, 2019 

in order to become a party to Danskammer’s certification proceeding. 

 

Assuming the City becomes a party to the certification proceeding, and by virtue of its status as a 

municipality, the City could be eligible for intervenor funding.  However, there are a number of 

additional criteria the City must meet in order to actually receive intervenor funding.  Those criteria 

are outlined and summarized further below. 



1. Use of Funds: Funds may be used to pay for expenses incurred in the pre-application scoping 

process and in the proceeding before the Siting Board. These expenses can include, but are not 

limited to: expert witnesses, consultants, administrative costs (such as document preparation) 

and legal fees.   

 

2. Award of Funds: The application’s Presiding Examiner is in charge of fund awards.  The 

Presiding Examiner awards funds on an equitable basis (i.e. as needed, and not necessarily dollar-

for-dollar).  The Presiding Examiner must first determine that the funds “will to be used to 

contribute to a complete record leading to an informed decision as to the appropriateness of the 

site and the facility, and will facilitate broad participation in the proceeding.” 

 

3. Deadlines to File for Funding: When the Board receives intervenor fees (which are paid by the 

applicant), the Presiding Examiner will provide a notice with information describing how 

interested parties may make requests for the funds.  The City would then have 30 days from the 

noticed date to make a request for intervenor funding. 

 

4. Format of Funding Submission: There is a standard format in a request for intervenor funding.  

The request must contain: 

 

a. A statement of the number of persons and the nature of the interests the requesting party 

represents; 

b. A statement of the availability of funds (without intervenor funding) from the resources of 

the requesting party and from other sources and of the efforts that have been made to obtain 

such funds (from other sources); 

c. The amount of funds being sought; 

d. To the extent possible, the name and qualifications of each expert to be employed, or at a 

minimum, a statement of the necessary professional qualifications; 

e. If known, the name of any other interested person or entity who may, or is intending to, 

employ such expert; 

f. A detailed statement of the services to be provided by expert witnesses, consultants, 

attorneys, or others (and the basis for the fees requested), including hourly fee, wage rate, 

and expenses, specifying how such services and expenses will contribute to the compilation 

of a complete record as to the appropriateness of the site and facility; 

g. If a study is to be performed, a description of the purpose, methodology and timing of the 

study, including a statement of the rationale supporting the methodology and timing 

proposed, including a detailed justification for any proposed methodology that is new or 

original explaining why pre-existing methodologies are insufficient or inappropriate; 

h. A statement as to the result of any effort made to encourage the Article 10 Applicant to 

perform any proposed studies or evaluations and the reason it is believed that an 

independent study is necessary; and 

i. A copy of any contract or agreement or proposed contract or agreement with each expert 

witness, consultant or other person. 

 



5. Funding Conference: Upon receipt of all appropriately-filed funding submissions, the Presiding 

Examiner will convene a “funding conference” to discuss a party’s funding request and reasons 

in support thereof. 

 

6. Funding Award: The Presiding Examiner will issue a funding award, in writing, after the funding 

conference.  The party awarded the funding will have to enter into contract documents that set 

forth the terms and conditions of the funding award.  There are additional, post-award funding 

requirements dealing with the accounting of award monies that the municipality must also 

follow. 

 

I trust this information is responsive to the request.  Should you require more information or 

clarification, please contact the undersigned.   

 

Yours, 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Jeremy Kaufman 

Assistant Corporation Counsel  
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        June 25, 2018 

Mr. William Reid 

Chief Executive Officer 

Danskammer Energy 

135 East 57 Street, 15th Floor 

New York, NY 10022 

wreid@danskammerenergy.com 

 

Re:  Case 18-F-0325 - Application of Danskammer Energy, LLC for a Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility and Public Need Pursuant to Article 10 for Approval to 

Repower its Danskammer Generating Station Site Located in the Town of 

Newburgh, Orange County. 

Dear Mr. Reid: 

This letter is to inform you that Staff of the New York State Department of Public 

Service (DPS Staff) has reviewed the proposed Public Involvement Program Plan (PIP Plan) for 

the proposed Danskammer Energy Center filed on May 24, 2018, by Danskammer Energy, LLC 

(Applicant).  

 

Attachment A outlines specific DPS Staff recommendations that should be implemented 

to make the proposed PIP Plan adequate and robust.  The application process will be streamlined 

if the Applicant develops a thorough PIP Plan that includes outreach to potentially affected 

stakeholders early in the process.  This also will provide input needed to develop the scope of 

studies for the Application. 

 

Pursuant to 16 NYCRR §1000.4(e), the Applicant “shall within 30 days consider the 

measures recommended by DPS [Staff] and, in a final written public involvement program plan 

filed with the Secretary, shall as to each specific measure either revise the public involvement 

program plan to incorporate the DPS [Staff] recommendation, or provide a written explanation as 

to why the Applicant is not incorporating the DPS [Staff] recommendation.” 

 

mailto:wreid@danskammerenergy.com
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If you have any questions or need additional information regarding the attached DPS 

Staff recommendations, please contact me at (518) 474-1788, or by e-mail at 

lorna.gillings@dps.ny.gov. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

 
Lorna Gillings  

Consumer Advocacy and Education  

Office of Consumer Services 

 

cc (via e-mail): Kathleen H. Burgess, Secretary to the Commission 

             Heather Behnke, Assistant Counsel, Office of General Counsel 

   Jay Goodman, Assistant Counsel, Office of General Counsel 

       Erin O’Dell-Keller, Office of Consumer Services

mailto:lorna.gillings@dps.ny.gov
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

Case 18-F-0325 – Danskammer Energy, LLC 

 

DPS Staff provides the following recommendations specific to the filed draft Public Involvement 

Program Plan (PIP Plan): 

 

 General Observations and Recommendations 

 

1. DPS Staff recommends that the revised PIP Plan for the proposed Danskammer 

Energy Center (Project) include the case number on the front cover page and in 

the footer of all pages where the case number is indicated. 

 

2. DPS Staff recommends that the Applicant consult with DPS Staff at appropriate 

times (i.e., during early development of the Preliminary Scoping Statement (PSS) 

and the Application) throughout the outreach period. 

 

Section 2 – Applicant and Project Description 

 

2.1:  Company Profile 

1. The Company Profile apparently indicates that the Danskammer Energy 

principals and Tiger Infrastructure Partners have worked together on investing in, 

developing, and managing certain power generation assets.  If this is not correct, 

revise the first paragraph to clarify which entities “collectively” took the actions 

described.  

 

2.2:  Project Summary 

1. The PSS states that the existing Danskammer Generating Station operates as a 

peaking facility.  The Applicant should provide a detailed explanation of the 

characteristics and potential impacts of operating the proposed Project as a 

baseload generating facility, as opposed to operating the existing Danskammer 

Energy Center as a peaking facility. 

 

2. The second paragraph on page 3 states that “the Danskammer Project 

Site…encompasses all lands needed for the construction and operation of the new 

facility.”  The Draft PIP Plan does not explain whether the existing facility 

structures and equipment will be left on the site for the re-powering project, or be 

removed to accommodate the proposed new facilities.  The revised PIP Plan 

should discuss a site development proposal, and address the potential for existing 

facility demolition; old equipment removal, and new equipment delivery, staging, 

and laydown; construction worker parking; and related activities.  Furthermore, 
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the revised PIP Plan should also discuss how the removal of old facility 

equipment and infrastructure will impact the areas of Project disturbance and the 

need to identify additional interested agencies and stakeholders.   

 

3. The same paragraph notes that there will be a new connection to an existing 

115kV substation on the Project Site.  To the extent possible, the Project 

description should identify the general location of this substation. 

 

4. The third paragraph states that the facility will “significantly reduce water usage 

requirements” by switching from a “once-through” water cooling system to air-

cooled condensers.  Additional information regarding this change is needed, as 

follows:  

a. Describe the water usage requirements of an air-cooled condenser system, and 

explain whether water will continue to be drawn from the Hudson River or 

identify the potential alternative water sources that may be used for the air-

cooled condenser system.   

b. If municipal or utility water supply will be used, then the water supplier should 

be added to the stakeholder list.   

c. Explain whether the water supply interconnection will require the extension of 

off-site facilities by either Danskammer Energy or a third party and, if so, 

describe the additional rights-of-way or other land rights that may be needed, 

and stakeholders that should be identified for outreach consultation.    

d. If old water-intake structures will be removed from the Hudson River-bed, 

then additional stakeholders are appropriate to consider in the PIP Plan.  In-

river work must involve and inform: (i) federal agencies including the U.S. 

Coast Guard, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries 

Service, Environmental Protection Agency, and the Army Corps of Engineers; 

and (ii) New York State agencies, including the Office of General Services.  

The Hudson River Estuarine Reserve also is likely to have an interest in water 

intake removal or modification.   

 

2.3:  Project Location, Study Area and Project Area 

1. It may be premature to limit the discussion of a Study Area radius to two miles, 

given that the Applicant has not initiated outreach efforts to various stakeholders 

and agencies.  The assertion that this distance is “consistent with” Article 10 

regulations is not well-founded.  For instance, as noted at page 4, the Study Area 

for visual impact analysis (to be included in Application Exhibit 24) should 

extend a minimum of five miles.  Also, there are airport locations within 

regulatory-specified distances beyond the proposed two-mile radius that must be 

consulted (per 16 NYCRR §§1000.4(f) and 1001.25(f)(2)).  Also, dispersion 
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modelling for air permits is likely to require a larger study area than the proposed 

two-mile radius.   

2. The Project Study Area has certain unique scenic, historic and ecologically-

sensitive features.  DPS Staff recommends examining the potential Project 

impacts on these features, and identifying potential stakeholders that may have an 

interest in these potential impacts.   

For visual impacts, the following locations should be considered: 

a. Bowdoin Park is a picturesque 301-acre Dutchess County park on the banks of 

the Hudson that has visual prominence to the Hudson River.  The viewer 

exposure time is extended as patrons of the park use this area for picnicking 

and recreation and have prolonged views of the Hudson River.  County Park 

agency should be identified as a stakeholder. 

b. The Amtrak Montreal-Albany-New York Line and Metro North Rail Road 

both parallel the Hudson River near Danskammer and the Amtrak Line is 

considered one of the “Top 10 Most Scenic Train Rides in the World.”   

c. Stony Kill Farm, owned and operated by the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is a 1,000+ acre working farm 

focused on environmental education.  Although NYSDEC is listed as a 

stakeholder, the Stony Kill Foundation also should be added as a stakeholder. 

d. The current Project Study Area map lists the Children’s Aid Society Camp as 

being in close proximity to Bowdoin Park.  If this area is still being used by the 

Children’s Aid Society, then the organization should be added as a Public 

Interest Group stakeholder. 

Section 4 – Identification of Stakeholders 

 

1. The third paragraph should note that individuals or organizations can be added to 

the stakeholder list by signing up at outreach events such as open house(s). 

 

2. DPS Staff recommends that additional stakeholders be identified in the revised 

PIP Plan, as listed above in comment 4.b on the PIP Section 2.2 - Project 

Description; and below in comments on Appendix A. 

 

3. The Applicant should conduct specific outreach efforts when developing the 

Visual Impact Assessment required for Application Exhibit 24.  Selection of 

viewpoints for developing visual analysis requires consultation with municipal 

planning representatives and appropriate agency staff pursuant to 16 NYCRR 

§1001.24(b)(4).  Other interest groups also should be consulted when identifying 

viewpoints of local importance, including American Indian tribes.  The revised 
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PIP Plan should include outreach at an appropriate time, generally coinciding with 

development of final Scope of Studies, or during Application development, to do 

focused outreach with stakeholders.  This effort will be most effective if 

conducted after developing a preliminary Facility Viewshed that identifies the 

likely extent of areas that will have views of the proposed Project.  

 

4. When developing outreach plans for Study Area Residents, specific attention 

should be paid to notifying residents along the public roadway from NYS Route 

9W to the Facility Site.  Construction traffic, from the start of decommissioning 

the existing facilities through commencing operations of the replacement 

facilities, is likely to entail significant numbers of worker vehicles, equipment and 

materials deliveries, and other activities for an extended period of time.  Traffic 

safety, noise and vibration, and air quality concerns related to heavy traffic are 

likely to be issues of interest in the community located immediately along the 

access route.  

 

4.2:  Adjacent Municipalities 

1. It is not clear from the maps provided in the Draft PIP Plan whether the Study 

Area includes any villages, such as Wappingers Falls or Fishkill.  If so, indicate 

which villages are within the area in this section and provide the appropriate 

contacts in Appendix A.  If not, explain why villages were excluded. 

 

4.5:  Adjacent Landowners 

1. DPS Staff recommends that the definition of “adjacent landowners” be expanded 

to include “landowners with property within 2,500 feet of a Facility site, or 

substation, or within 500 feet of other Facility components (e.g., collection lines, 

POI, O&M facility, etc.). 

 

2. The Applicant indicates that it will provide the opportunity to join the 

stakeholders list by mailing a notice to adjacent landowners and Study Area 

residents.  The Applicant should file an affidavit stating when the mailing was 

completed along with the list of addresses with the Secretary to the Commission. 

 

4.6:  Public Interest Groups 

1. The Applicant has identified a population of Spanish-speaking residents in the 

Study Area.  Accordingly, Spanish-speaking community groups, such as Latinos 

Unidos of the Hudson Valley, should be engaged to request assistance in 

disseminating Project information to local residents. 

     

2. The Hudson Valley is home to several energy-related public interest groups.  To 

ensure a robust public involvement program, the Applicant should include local 

organizations with an interest in natural gas projects as potential stakeholders. 
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4.8:  Environmental Justice Areas 

1. A figure depicting the location of environmental justice (EJ) areas should be 

included in the revised PIP Plan.  Given the proximity of the potential EJ 

community in the Town of Fishkill to the Project and Study Area, a document 

repository should be established in the Fishkill library.   

 

 

Section 5 – Proposed Public Involvement Program Plan Components 

 

5.1: PIP Plan Activities, Goals and Schedule 

 

1. The Applicant should note that all outreach materials, including the invitation to 

open houses, should reference the contact information, how the public can obtain 

additional information, and how to be included as a stakeholder. 

 

5.2.1:  Stakeholder Notifications 

 

1. As noted above, the Applicant should provide an affidavit of completion of 

mailing, and the Project information should be included on all outreach 

materials. 

 

5.3.2: Open House 

 

1. At least two open houses should be held on different days and at different 

times of the day and evening to maximize potential attendance.  Given that the 

Study Area covers both sides of the Hudson River, the Applicant should 

consider hosting separate open houses on the east and west sides of the river. 

 

2. For language access purposes, the notice announcing the open house(s) should 

include a Spanish language version. 

 

3. The Applicant should maintain a record of the open house notice(s) and proof 

of service to residences and businesses within the Study Area.  A copy of the 

notice and proof of service should be filed with the Secretary as part of the 

official Document and Matter Management (DMM) record of the proceeding.  

 

4. Danskammer Energy should provide DPS Staff with informal notice of 

pending public meetings and open house activities.  

 

5.3.3:  Local Access to Project Representatives 

 

1. The revised PIP Plan should clearly state the Applicant’s office hours, and 

when Project representative(s) will be available to the public. 
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5.4: Activities Designed to Educate the Public on the Project, the Article 10 

Review Process, and Funding 

1. To the extent possible at this stage, the Applicant should include a Project 

schedule, with key Project milestones and dates/times/locations for public 

participation opportunities.   

 

2. Copies of Project factsheets and other outreach materials should be provided to 

the document repositories. 

5.5: Project Website 

 

1. The revised PIP Plan should include an URL for the Project website, or an 

updated timeline for when the website will be available. 

 

5.6: Notifications 

 

1. See Section 5.1 regarding the recommendation on notifications. 

 

5.6.1:  Local Newspapers and Media Outlets 

 

1. The Applicant should consider using an Hispanic newspaper that reaches the 

population identified in Section 6.  This publication should be used for 

notifications of Project milestones (e.g., PSS and Application filing), as well 

as outreach activities such as the open houses. 

 

 

Section 6 – Language Access 

 

1. There are over 15,000 persons who speak Spanish or Spanish Creole in zip code 

12550.  While the Applicant states that it will develop Spanish language materials 

such as fact sheets and a newsletter, the revised PIP Plan should provide more 

information about the measures that the Applicant will take to address the 

Spanish- and Spanish Creole-speaking populations (e.g., translation of the open 

house invitation and other outreach materials, an interpreter present at the open 

houses, publications in Spanish and Spanish Creole language newspapers, etc.).   

 

 

Figures    

1. Maps presented in the PIP Plan and used for publications and presentations should 

label local road names in the Project Study Area. 
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2. A figure that clearly identifies and labels municipal boundaries (county, town, 

village, city) in the Study Area should be included in the PIP Plan and for other 

publications and presentations. 

 

 

Appendix A – Stakeholders/Notification List 

 

State and Regional Agencies 

 

1. The Applicant should include the Chair of the Public Service Commission. 

 

2. The Applicant should remove NYS Department of Public Service “Graham 

Jesmer, Esq.” 

 

3. The Applicant should add NYS Department of Public Service Heather Behnke, 

Assistant Counsel, and Jay Goodman, Assistant Counsel. 

 

2. The following individuals should be listed as agency staff contacts for outreach 

purposes: 

 

▪ Michael Higgins, NYSDEC Central Office, Division of Environmental 

Permits; and  

▪ Laura McLean, NYS Department of State, Coastal Consistency Bureau. 

 

3. In addition to the Mid-Hudson contact of the Empire State Development 

Corporation, the Applicant should add Howard Zemsky, President and CEO of 

Empire State Development and Commissioner of the NYS Department of 

Economic Development. 

 

4. The New York City Department of Environmental Protection should be listed as a 

stakeholder, given its activities to expand water infrastructure in close proximity 

of the proposed Danskammer Project Site; and potentially along the public roads 

near the Danskammer Project Site. 

 

Legislative Representatives 

 

1. The Applicant should consider including NYS Senate and Assembly members 

who represent the municipalities (including all villages) within the Study Area. 

 

Emergency Responders 

 

1. The Town of Newburgh Emergency Response Plan refers to the “Town of 

Newburgh Emergency Planning Committee,” and the “Town of Newburgh Public 
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Safety Officer” as the “Town Hazard Mitigation Coordinator.”  The Applicant 

should consult with Town of Newburgh officials to identify the appropriate 

contacts for pre-Application consultation to be listed in the PIP Plan under 

“Emergency Responders.” 

 

Utilities 

 

1. The New York Power Authority should be listed as a “Utilities” stakeholder due 

to that agency’s interest in utility infrastructure immediately adjoining the 

proposed Danskammer Project Site. 

 

Public Interest Groups/Additional Stakeholders 

 

1. Figure 1 identifies several organizations and businesses within the Study Area 

that the Applicant should consider including in the stakeholder list including, for 

instance, Cedar Hill Cemetery, Our Lady of Mercy, and Mother of Good Counsel 

Novitiate. 

Airports/Heliports 

1. There appears to be at least one additional “Airport/Heliport” that should be 

identified in the Stakeholders List: Hudson Valley Regional Airport (f/k/a 

“Dutchess County Airport”) located in the Town of Wappinger, south of 

Poughkeepsie (runway exceeds 3,200 feet length). 

 

 

Appendix C – PIP Tracking Report 

 

1. The Applicant should provide a log that has been filled-in with Project 

activities/public outreach to date.  

 

2. The meeting log should document the major concerns and questions raised by the 

public during Project activities and public events.  The Applicant’s response 

and/or follow-up action should also be provided in the tracking report. 

 

3. For entries where the Applicant indicates that it has conducted a mailing to the 

stakeholder list (e.g., prior to the open house meetings), the Applicant should 

provide an affidavit stating that the stakeholder list, including adjacent 

landowners, was used, and file a copy of the list with the Secretary to the 

Commission.  The mailing should be noted in the log and reference the date of the 

filing. In cases of mass mailing, the Applicant may indicate mailing was 

completed in certain zip codes.  However, for the more targeted mailing (i.e., 

PSS, Application), Applicant to include affidavit stating that mailing was 

completed to the entire stakeholder list to include adjacent landowners. 



 Kenneth S. Panza, Member-at Large 
Ulster County Environmental Management Council 
33 Shotwell Rd., Woodstock, NY 12498 

 
 

January 29, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Kathleen H. Burgess 
Secretary to the Commission 
New York State Public Service Commission 
Agency Building 3, Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12223-1350 
 
 

 
 

Dear Secretary Burgess; 
 

Please accept these comments concerning the “Revised Public Involvement Program Plan” (PIP 

Plan) filed July 25, 2018 by Danskammer Energy, LLC1 and the informational open houses hosted by 

Danskammer Energy on December 17 and 18, 2018.2 The initial and revised PIP Plans submitted by 

Danskammer Energy provide an overview of the project and the informational meetings of December 17 

and 18, 2018 offered an opportunity to ask questions, but not unexpectedly, the result is unanswered 

questions, requests for additional information, and clarifications.  

Ulster County Environmental Management Council 

The Ulster County Environmental Management Council (EMC) was established by the Ulster 

County Charter3 to “Advise the County Executive and the County Legislature on all matters affecting the 

preservation, conservation and ecologically suitable use of the natural resources of the County.” 

                                                           
1
 CASE 18-F-0325, “Revised Public Involvement Program Plan (PIP Plan),” Danskammer Energy, LLC, July 25, 2018, 

Available at http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-
976D98ECA8F2} 
2
 Danskammer Energy, LLC, “Announcement of Informational Open House,” December 2018, Available at 

http://www.danskammerenergy.com/news 
3
 Ulster County Charter, Article XXXV Environmental Management Council, Amended 10-21-2014 by L.L. No. 5-

2014, Available at https://ecode360.com/9670462 

http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-976D98ECA8F2%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-976D98ECA8F2%7d
http://www.danskammerenergy.com/news
https://ecode360.com/9670462
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Danskammer Energy’s initial PIP Plan of May 24, 2018 identified the following Ulster County 

agencies as stakeholders in the proceedings: 4 

 Michael P. Hein, County Executive 

 Nina Postupack, County Clerk 

 Thomas Jackson, Department of Public Works 

In Danskammer Energy’s Revised PIP Plan of July 25, 2018, the Ulster County Town of 

Marlborough is identified as a stakeholder and is located within the boundary of the proposed Study 

Area for environmental and health impact analyses.  

The Ulster County towns of Esopus and Lloyd draw drinking water directly from the Hudson 

River and will be sensitive to any changes in water quality attributed to the project. 

The Ulster County Environmental Management Council requested and received stakeholder 

status in the PIP process. 

Additional Information Requested 
Below are questions, comments, and requests for information about Danskammer Energy’s 

plans that would better inform the public about the project: 

Generator Site Plan 

Figure 3 of the revised PIP Plan identifies the Danskammer project area. At the informational 

open house, a poster based on figure 3 identified the locations of the combustion and steam turbines, 

air cooled condensers, and steam recovery condensers. This diagram is not available to the public on 

Danskammer’s website or in released documentation. The figure showing the site plan and layout 

should be released so the public has a better idea of the proposed generator configuration. 

FEMA Flood Maps 

The informational open house disclosed that portions of the project area are within the FEMA, 

500-year flood boundary. Considering the Danskammer site has previously flooded, it would be in the 

public’s interest for Danskammer Energy to publish the FEMA flood maps for the project area showing 

the locations of the buildings, generators, electric substation, etc. in relation to the 500-year flood line. 

                                                           
4
 CASE 18-F-0325, “Revised Public Involvement Program Plan (PIP Plan),” Danskammer Energy, LLC, July 25, 2018, 

Available at http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId={3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-
976D98ECA8F2} 

http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-976D98ECA8F2%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b3058B287-3731-40B6-A921-976D98ECA8F2%7d
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Hudson River Sea Level Rise 

The Hudson River, which is a tidal estuary, is subject to projected increases in sea levels.5 New 

York State DEC has adopted the new 6 NYCRR Part 490, Projected Sea-level Rise, which establishes 

projected sea level rise for three geographic regions of the state.  It does not appear that Danskammer 

Energy has considered the effect of sea rise on its project. The Community Risk and Resiliency Act 

(CRRA) includes five major provisions, two of which seem to directly apply to the project.6 

1) Official Sea-level Rise Projections - CRRA requires the Department of Environmental Conservation 

(DEC) to adopt science-based sea-level rise projections into regulation. 

2) Consideration of Sea-Level Rise, Storm Surge and Flooding - CRRA requires applicants for permits or 

funding in a number of specified programs to demonstrate that future physical climate risk due to 

sea-level rise, storm surge and flooding have been considered, and that DEC consider incorporating 

these factors into certain facility-siting regulations. 

The documents offered by Danskammer Energy fail to address or consider the risks due to sea 

level rise, storm surge, and flooding. Consideration of sea level rise and storm surge needs to be added 

to the information available to the public. 

Dual Fuel Capability 

NYISO generally requires new generators to have a dual fuel supply. In the case of natural gas 

generators, undyed, ultra-low sulfur diesel (ULSD) is used as an alternative fuel.  There were no 

references to an alternative fuel or dual fuel capability in Danskammer Energy’s application or at the 

informational open house. In response to an email, Danskammer Energy answered, “It will have the 

amount of liquid fuel as required by NYISO, based on a minimum number of days required,” but the 

quantity of ULSD and the location of its on-site storage was unanswered. 

CPV Energy, in its proposal for the 650 MW, CPV Valley energy center in Wawayanda, NY, 

specified on-site storage for 965,000 gallons of diesel fuel. Danskammer, which is about 550 MW, might 

require up to 900,000 gallons of on-site storage to satisfy the dual fuel requirement. The use, quantity of 

ULSD, and location of on-site storage needs to be explained in the PIP Plan. 

                                                           
5
 Observed and Projected Climate Change in New York State: An Overview, December 31, 2015, Available at 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/climbkgncrra.pdf 
6
 “Community Risk and Resiliency Act (CRRA), Mainstreaming Consideration of Climate Change,” NY DEC Website, 

Available at https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/102559.html 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/climbkgncrra.pdf
https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/102559.html
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“Black Start” Capability 

“Black Start” capability is needed to restart electric generators during an area-wide outage when 

power from the grid is not available. In the absence of grid power, a black start is needed to bootstrap 

the generators and power grid into operation. It was explained at the information open house that the 

existing Danskammer power station has two smaller generators capable of black start, and that 

Danskammer Energy intends to maintain and continue the black start capability. 

Wikipedia reports that Danskammer units 1 and 2, 72 MW and 73.5 MW nameplate capacity, 

burn natural gas as a primary fuel and oil as a backup fuel.7 There is no discussion of black start 

capability in Danskammer Energy’s filings and no identification of existing on-site oil storage associated 

with Danskammer units 1 and 2. Black Start generators and associated on-site oil storage needs to be 

added to the public discussion. 

Coal Ash Landfill Leachate 

Almost no public information is available describing storage and management of coal ash that 

remains on site from when Danskammer was a coal fired plant. Recent news reports of breached coal 

ash ponds in North Carolina by Hurricane Florence suggest that coal ash stored at Danskammer is a 

concern.  

A short explanation of coal ash management at the informational open house identified settling 

ponds adjacent to the coal ash landfill that collect leachate. The coal ash leachate is then piped to a 

processing plant next to the Hudson River. After processing, the leachate is returned to another pond, 

and eventually returned to the settling ponds next to the landfill. Because of the concentration of heavy 

metals, coal ash leachate is considered hazardous to human health.   

A complete description of the existing coal ash storage and leachate processing needs to be 

added to Danskammer Energy’s project description. Because of the close proximity to the Hudson River, 

it appears the leachate processing plant is susceptible to repeated flooding. 

Environmental and Health Impact Studies 

The PIP Plans submitted by Danskammer Energy state that environmental and health impact 

studies will be conducted, but there is no description of these studies. More information needs to be 

provided in the PIP Plan outlining and describing the planned environmental and health studies. 

                                                           
7
 Wikipedia, “Danskammer Power Station,” Available at 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danskammer_Generating_Station 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Danskammer_Generating_Station
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Summary 
The informational open houses hosted by Danskammer Energy were valuable for answering 

questions and getting information, but it left several areas of major concern. 

Flooding 

Danskammer Energy doesn’t appear to have considered the impact of sea level rise and storm 

surges for a site with a history of vulnerability to flooding. Flooding could introduce coal ash leachate 

and up to a million gallons of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel into the Hudson River. 

Dual Fuel Capability 

Danskammer Energy has not identified plans for providing dual fuel capability to its upgraded 

power plant nor have the dual fuel facilities associated with the smaller, black start capable generators 

been identified. It’s possible up to a million gallons of ULSD will need to be stored on-site. A discussion 

about the use and storage of ULSD at Danskammer needs to be included in the PIP Plan. 

Site Plan and Elevations 

A conceptual site plan, with elevations and FEMA flood areas identified, showing locations of 

generators and cooling towers, black start generators, on-site storage for diesel, coal ash landfill, and 

associated leachate processing facilities needs to be provided to the public. 

Conclusion 

Thank you for your consideration of these questions and comments. It’s early in the process, so 

complete information may not be available, and of course, I may have misunderstood some of the 

answers I was given at the informational open house. In order to facilitate public involvement in this 

process, releasing documentation about existing conditions at the site and releasing the documents and 

posters shown at the informational open house should occur as soon as possible. 
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