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Conservation Advisory Council 
Minutes of Meeting
December 13, 2021
4:00 p.m. – Zoom Videoconference


· Roll Call

Present:	Chuck Thomas, Chairperson, Genie Abrams, Alison Filosa, Gail Fulton, Andrew Murphy, Robert Sanchez, J.K. Gentile, (Secretary)

      Guests: 	Kippy Boyle, Kathy Lawrence, Kelly Boling, Marianne Marichal   

Absent: 	Ronald Zorrilla, Dave Eylers

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting called to order 4:06pm 

· Jeremy Kaufman, Assistant Corporation Council
· Tree Ordinance language 
· Tree Work application 
The Assistant Corporation Counsel gave an overview of the proposed changes to City Code; Chapter 159; Tree Ordinance language, changes developed by Genie Abrams and Kathy Lawrence several months ago, for consideration and comment by the CAC.  The Assistant Corporation Counsel proposed that after CAC deliberation there will be a recommendation of the changes presented to City Council for review at the beginning of 2022 including a public hearing.  In addition to the Tree Ordinance language, a Tree Work Permit has been developed for consideration/presentation to the City Council.

The Assistant Corporation Counsel made mention that there will be no changes made to Zoning Code Chapter 300-155.

Alison Filosa made a motion to accept the proposed changes to the Ordinance Language and accept the Tree Work Permit.
Genie Abrams seconded.
Motion passed unanimously 



· Donation resolution 
The Assistant Corporation Counsel discussed the protocol of donations made to the Conservation Advisory Council and the distinction between not taking on active fund raising or solicitation of donations.  Monies donated to the Conservation Advisory Council shall be made out to the City of Newburgh and in the memo line, Tree Donation. 
Ms. Filosa suggested for anyone wishing to donate for tree plantings, referring donations to the Greater Newburgh Parks Conservancy. 

· Administration

· Approval of Minutes from November 2021.
Alison Filosa moved to accept the minutes from November 2021.
Gail Fulton seconded the motion.

· Arborist Report
Tabled for next meeting.

· Arborist 5 Year Plan review
Tabled for next meeting.

· Monthly Financial Report
Current budget balances reviewed.
Discussion of 2022 budget details.

· Discussion to put a bid out for adding another Arborist for 2022.

· Monthly Volunteer Hours
Spreadsheet to be updated with hours to be submitted by Council Members for November.

· Tree City USA / Arbor Day Foundation grant
The Chairperson confirmed with Kippy Boyle that the grant needs to be renewed each year and the City Council needs to provide a signed resolution.  Kippy Boyle recommended contacting our Urban Forester DEC Region 3 representative for an extension. 

· New Business

· Christmas Tree Recycling Program w/DPW January 8, 2022 9am-noon @ Newburgh Activity Center 
Kippy Boyle gave an overview of the event. Discussion on promotion for the event. 











· On-going Updates:

· Restoration Advisory Board/Stewart Air National Guard Water Project 
The Chairperson said the city is switching back from Brown’s pond to the aqueduct.
The RAB is working with Dr. Aaron Bell on extensive blood testing in the City of Newburgh that will scheduled soon.

· Natural Resource Inventory (NRI/Open Space)
The Chairperson and Ronald Zorrilla continue to work together.

· LWRP Update – 
The Chairperson said that he and Genie Abrams will begin working on in the new year.


    	Calendar of Upcoming events (webinars, training, community events)
· 11-8-21		City Council Meeting 
· 11-9-21		Architectural Review Commission Meeting 
· 11-16-21		Planning Board Meeting
· 11-22-21		City Council Meeting 
· 11-23-21		Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

Genie Abrams made Motion to Adjourn
Gail Fulton seconded
The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting concluded 7:07pm.
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